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EU STUDIES

Therector of the
College of Furope
tells Ian Mundell
about funding,
online learning
and the impor-
tance of the arts

Jorg Monar takes up the
rectorship of the College of
Europe facing a double chal-
lenge. He has to maintain
the college’s position as a
leading institute of post-
graduate European studies.
And he must do so in a
climate of increasingly con-
strained funding.

What he does not have to
do is get to know the college.
He has taught - off and on -
at the college since 1991,
both at the campus in
Bruges and the campus in
Natolin, near Warsaw. Be-
fore taking up the rectorship
last month, he was director
of its programme on Euro-
pean political and adminis-
trative studies.

A specialist in justice and
home affairs, external rela-
tions and treaty reform, the
53-year-old also knows a lot
about the college’s competi-
tion. He has held professor-
ships at Leicester University
(1995-2001) and Sussex
University (2001-05) in the
UK, and at the Robert Schu-
man University in Stras-
bourg. He holds doctorates
from Munich university (on
the political philosophy of
Saint-Just) and the Euro-
pean University Institute
in Florence (on the EU’s
dual system of foreign

N Bruges

The living experience changes the
students at least as much as the

programme leaves an imprint on

their knowledge

policy). A German national
himself, he grew up in
Baden-Wiirttemberg and
went to university in Mun-
ster, Paris and Munich.
Monar thinks that if the
College of Europe is to see
off competition from other
higher education institu-
tions, it must maintain two
distinctive characteristics.
The first is its taught pro-
gramme, delivered by a mix-
ture of academics and policy

practitioners from national
and EU institutions. “This
requires constant updating
and adjustment to new
issues,” he says.

The second is its hothouse
atmosphere, with around
450 students from 50-odd
countries living and working
together during the ten-
month academic year. “The
living experience changes
the students at least as much
as the programme leaves an
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imprint on their knowledge,”
Monar says. This atmos-
phere requires cultivation

just as much as the academ-

ic programme, with the in-
take carefully monitored to
ensure no one nationality
dominates. “That’s not just a
given, it requires constant
work,” says Monar.

Financial constraints

The academic culture also
requires funding, to ensure
that the student intake is not
made up solely of those with
sufficient private resources
to pay the €22,000 fee
(board and lodging includ-
ed). Approximately 75% of
students receive scholar-
ships from their govern-
ments or public and private
institutions, but in the cur-
rent climate of austerity that
assistance is being cut back.
So too is the college’s core
funding from national gov-
ernments and, possibly, the
EU budget.

“We are not accepting this
passively, we are fighting,
but obviously we also have to
look for other resources,”
Monar says. “Private spon-
sorship is something that we
are exploring very actively,
with some degree of success,
but it is not currently
making up for the pressures
that we face on the other
side”

This funding situation
makes it harder for Monar to
make big changes, but new
initiatives are not entirely

out of the question. The col-
lege has recently set up a
working party to look
at possible developments,
although its new rector un-
derlines the tentative nature
of the discussions. One line
of enquiry involves e-learn-
ing, although Monar admits
to a degree of scepticism,
since it cannot replicate the
college’s learning environ-
ment. “Nevertheless, we felt
that as e-learning is a grow-
ing part of the market we
should at least have a
thorough brainstorming on
whether there is any poten-
tial for the college to open up
with what it offers.”
Another possibility being
explored is a two-year,
transatlantic masters’ pro-
gramme, probably organ-
ised jointly with a US part-
ner. Students would follow a
taught programme in the

first year, then complete a
thesis and a traineeship in a
US or EU institution in the
second.

The working group will
also look at options for
new cross-disciplinary pro-
grammes, modelled on the
existing option combining
law and economics.

More modestly, Monar
would like to add something
to the college atmosphere.
“We haven't had so much
reflection on what Europe
means from the point of view
of the arts, literature and phi-
losophy;” he says. “We have al-
ways been focused on the
policy-making process, on
European integration in a
political, administrative, legal
and economic sense, which is
of course our core business.
But Europe is more than
that, it has a wider intellectu-
al dimension.”

The fight against fragmentation

It might go without saying
that the rector of the Col-
lege of Europe has to cham-
pion European studies, but
Jorg Monar has identified
a particular battle to fight
for the discipline. He is con-
cerned that the academic
subject is becoming frag-
mented. As a consequence,
professors and students are
at risk of losing the ability
to take an overview of the
European project. “There
was a time when you had a
more strategic, generalist
approach,” he says. “Nowin
many cases you have col-
leagues who make their ca-
reers with a relatively high

degree of specialisation in
one field, or even a sub-
field.”

Monar thinks that more
could be done to restore
coherence to the subject.
“Asadiscipline, I think that
European studies has to in-
vest, through the different
associations that exist,
through the definition of
subjects for major confer-
ences, in a more strategic
view of the European con-
struction.” Wherever pos-
sible, this should be done in
across-disciplinary way, he
adds.

European studies also
needs to address its declin-

ing attractiveness to stu-
dents, who increasingly
want to know where a
degree in the subject will
take them. “An efforthasto
be made to pass on the mes-
sage that it qualifies stu-
dents for a wide range of
issues,” Monar says. “More
and more economic activity
has a cross-border dimen-
sion and therefore a Euro-
pean studies background -
with an understanding of
cultural, social, historical,
legal, and political differ-
ences — can really help with
a career. It is not an ‘orchid
subject’, a nice flower but
afterwards of no use.”
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