
Ladies  and Gentlemen, 

I should l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  

Nether lands '  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  European Community w i t h  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  impor tant  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  North-South 

d ia logue .  

When t h i s  s u b j e c t  comes up f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  

Community, a t  whatever l e v e l ,  we sometimes f i n d  t h a t  

t h e  views which t h e  Netherlands ho lds  on t h e  u r g e n t  

problems posed by t h e  Thi rd  World and t h e  s o l u t i o n s  

which it proposes t o  them d i f f e r  from t h o s e  favoured 

by t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  Community. 

How can t h i s  b e  expla ined?  

It  i s  o f t e n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Dutch t a k e  such an i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  Th i rd  World because of t h e i r  c o l o n i a l  p a s t ,  t h e i r

t r a d i n g  m e n t a l i t y  and t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  I am n o t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  convinced by t h i s  exp lana t ion .  Our 

p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  European Community a l s o  used t o  have 

c o l o n i e s ;  t h e  Dutch a r e  n o t  t h e  on ly  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  

Community t o  have taken an i n t e r e s t  i n  t r a d e  and t o  

have d i s p l a y e d  a t a l e n t  f o r  it; and t h e  p l a c e  which 

r e l i g i o n  occupies  i n  Dutch l i f e  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  no 



d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  which i t  occupies  e l sewhere  i n  

t h e  Community. Although t h e  Nether lands  h a s  fewer  

h i s t o r i c a l  t ies  w i t h  t h e  Scandinavian  c o u n t r i e s  t h a n  

w i t h  i t s  ne ighbours ,  i t  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  views 

on r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Th i rd  World o f t e n  a g r e e  more 

c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  h e l d  i n  Scandinavia  t h a n  w i t h  

t h e  views of  o u r  immediate neighbours .  

I n  t h e  Ne the r l ands ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  

i n  t h e  Community, t h e r e  i s  wide s u p p o r t  among t h e  

peop le  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  development co- opera t ion  

p o l i c y .  T h i s  made it p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a i d  t a r g e t  o f  0 .7% of  t h e  Gross Na t iona l  P roduc t  t o  

b e  exceeded as e a r l y  a s  1975 through t h e  encouragement 

which t h e  Government and Pa r l i amen t  provided  each  

o t h e r .  I t  a l s o  meant t h a t  t h e  Dutch Government knew 

t h a t  it had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Dutch peop le  i n  1974 

when it n o t  o n l y  adopted  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  

Uni ted  Na t ions  conce rn ing  t h e  New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Economic Order  b u t  a l s o  immediately s t a r t e d  working 

o u t  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n t o  e f f e c t .  

When these p r o p o s a l s  w e r e  p u t  t o  o u r  Community p a r t n e r s  

t h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  f a r  from encouraging.  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  Dutch Government h a s  p u b l i s h e d  

s o m e  - 



some impor t an t  p o l i c y  documents on development 

co- ope ra t ion ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  y e a r  one on t h e  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of Dutch b i l a t e r a l  a i d  and one on 

development c o- o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  wor ld  economy. 

These documents i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  two-pronged n a t u r e  

of  Dutch development co- ope ra t ion  p o l i c y .  The 

f i r s t  prong c o n s i s t s  o f  d i r e c t  b i l a t e r a l  t e c h n i c a l  

and f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  p o o r e s t  

s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  deve lop ing  

c o u n t r i e s .  I n  t h e  Ne the r l ands  w e  s e e k  t o  a c h i e v e  

as j u s t  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  n a t i o n a l  income as  w e  

can ,  b u t  t h e r e  are f a r  s t r o n g e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t r y i n g  

t o  a c h i e v e  a more j u s t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  w e a l t h  

t h roughou t  t h e  wor ld ,  and t h o s e  who must  b e  h e l p e d  ,_. 
f i r s t  are t h e  p o o r e s t  g roups  i n  t h e  T h i r d  World. 

The second prong o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  c o n s i s t s  i n  promoting 

changes i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic and monetary s t r u c t u r e s  

i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a more r a p i d  development o f  

T h i r d  World a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n d u s t r y  and t r a d e  i s  n o t  

impeded by t h o s e  s t r u c t u r e s  b u t  i f  p o s s i b l e  a s s i s t e d  

by them. 

T h e  



The OECD secretariat r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a s t u d y  

on the s u b j e c t  o f  f u t u r e  developments i n  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  w e s t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  t h e  

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  The t i t l e  speaks  f o r  i t s e l f :  

"Fac ing  t h e  f u t u r e s  : m a s t e r i n g  t h e  p r o b a b l e  and 

managing t h e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e "  o r  f o r  s h o r t ,  " i n t e r - f u t u r e s " .  

The-use-of  the --.word 'futures!' inst e a d  of ' future '  

is -- -s ign

i

-f  i c a n t. The s t u d y  a n a l y s e s  p o s s i b l e  economic 

and c u l t u r a l  developments  i n  t h e  n e x t  twenty y e a r s .  

Even now, changes  are t a k i n g  p l a c e  which c o u l d  have  

such  a n  impac t  on everyday  l i f e  t h a t  w e  h a r d l y  know 

how t o  d e a l  w i t h  them, I shou ld  l i k e  t o  ment ion  j u s t  

a f e w  o f  them. 

The re  i s  t h e  development of  m i c r o- e l e c t r o n i c s ,  which 

w i l l  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  employment s i t u a t i o n .  The re  

are developments i n  b i o l o g y ,  new forms o f  ene rgy  a n d

t h e  opening  up  o f  t h e  ocean bed and of  s p a c e .  These  

are f a s c i n a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  which c o u l d  g r e a t l y  

b e n e f i t  mankind b u t  which a t  t h e  same t i m e  c o u l d  b e  

u sed  t o  h i s  d e t r i m e n t  i n  h o r r i f y i n g  ways. 

- Another  - 



Another development mentioned by the OECD study 

is as follows. It is estimated that the world 

population, now around 4 billion, will have grown 

to around 6 billion by the year 2000, and that 

it will stabilize out at some 1 1to 12 billion a 

century from now. But qualitative demographic 

changes are occurring as well as quantitative ones. 

I refer here to migration, in which the refugee 

problem plays an important part. What we are seeing 

now is only the beginning of a dramatic process 

resulting from the destabilization of artificially 

maintained political and social equilibria from 

the colonial past. Not all refugee problems can 

be explained in this way, but many of them can. 

The rapid growth of the world population will lead 

to the exhaustion of present natural' resources. But 

besides this, as the world becomes more crowded our 

physical environment begins to suffer, and we shall

increasingly have to make sacrifices in order to 

preserve it. 

The Member States of the Community have serious economic 



problems to contend with : an unacceptable level of 

unemployment, a rate of inflation which not only 

affects some sections of the population more severely 

than others but has grave economic consequences as 

well; a worrying balance-of-payments situation 

and a lack of new investment. All this leads to 

slower economic growth. 

In their efforts to cope with the resulting problems. 

the governments of the Member States will have to 

work out a policy which takes full account of the 

development process in the Third World. In the 

last thirty-five years the number of independent 

states has increased threefold. As a result, 

international decision-making has become more 

laborious. 

Every community, including the international community, 

needs rules if it is- to function smoothly at the 

political, social, economic and monetary levels. In 

the world of today which is so heterogeneous, and so 

different culturally from the world as it was thirty 

years ago, the existing rules which were laid down 

after 



a f t e r  t h e  Second World War a r e  o f t e n  no l o n g e r  

adequate .  Thus t h e r e  i s  a  need f o r  supplementary 

r u l e s  : r u l e s  which w i l l  genuine ly  h e l p  p u t  an  end 

t o  s t r u c t u r a l  pover ty  i n  t h e  Th i rd  World. I f  t h e  

p rocess  of economic development g e t s  under way i n  

t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  through t h e  b u i l d i n g  

up of  t h e i r  own product ion  c a p a c i t y ,  t h e y  must f o r  

one t h i n g  be s u r e  t h a t  they  w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  s e l l  

t h e i r  products  on t h e  world market .  New r u l e s  of  

conduct  a r e  be ing  prepared  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  

o f  technology t o  t h e  developing c o u n t r i e s  proceeds 

more f l e x i b l y .  One channel  through which technology 

is  t r a n s f e r r e d  is  t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s .  Rules  a r e  a l s o  

needed t o  govern t h e  conduct of t h e s e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  

which p lay  such a n  impor tan t  p a r t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

economic t r a n s a c t i o n s ;  t h e  United Nat ions  h a s  a l r e a d y  

made a  s t a r t  on t h i s .  The m u l t i n a t i o n a l s ,  i n  t u r n ,  

can  o p e r a t e  p r o p e r l y  only  i f  r u l e s  on inves tment  i n  

developing  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  agreed  which s a f e g u a r d  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  both of t h e  count ry  and of t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n .  

L a s t  of a l l ,  t h e  r u l e s  of  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  monetary 

system w i l l  have t o  be modif ied i n  o r d e r  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  

the s t r u c t u r a l  balance-of-payments d e f i c i t s  of  

developing  - 



d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  and g u a r a n t e e  m o r e  s t a b l e  ra tes  

o f  exchange.  

The more t h e  T h i r d  World c o u n t r i e s  deve lop ,  t h e  more 

t h e  consequences  o f  t h i s  w i l l  b e  f e l t  i n  o u r  own 

economies. W e  a r e  moving towards a  new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  which i n  t h e  l ong  t e r m  w i l l  b e  

i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  b o t h  North and South.  

However, t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  new d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  

w i l l  n o t  b e  accomplished w i t h o u t  problems.  The 

developments  now t a k i n g  p l a c e  e l s ewhere ,  o u t s i d e  o u r  

c o u n t r i e s ,  d o  n o t  l e a v e  o u r  own economies unsca thed .  

A l l  t h e  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  of  t h e  European Community are 

now caugh t  up i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  c l o s i n g  down u n p r o f i t a b l e  

i n d u s t r i e s  and companies,  and of introducing i n n o v a t i o n s  

and new, more advanced technology .  So f a r  t h i s  

t r a n s i t i o n  h a s  mainly  been caused by t h e  s t e e p  r ise 

i n  energy  p r i c e s  and by o u t s i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  f o r  

example from E a s t e r n  Europe. T h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  

making i t s e l f  f e l t  i n  s h i p p i n g  f o r  example. The 

growth i n  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  the T h i r d  World i s  

a l s o  hav ing  i t s  e f f e c t  on s o m e  s e c t o r s .  The answer 



to this is a national economic restructuring policy, 

But we all know that this can do little to help - 

and is even doomed to failure -.if we as Member 

States of the European Community do not collaborate 

intensively on it. Jointly and under the direction 

of the European Commission, we must form an idea 

of where our economic strength will lie in the future 

and how we must coordinate the measures we take in 

order to achieve the desired result. In doing so, 

we must allow for the fact here that the speed of 

industrialization will increase in the Third World 

over the next two decades. However, two points are 

of importance : that the measures which we take 

to put our own affairs in order do not adversely 

affect the rate of development in the Third World 

and that we should take steps in good time in order 

to deal with the effects upon our economies 

Then there is the question of energy supplies. 

At present we are principally trying to save energy 

and to increase production of the familiar energy 

carriers including nuclear power, although the latter 

- involves - 



i n v o l v e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  p u b l i c  d e b a t e .  I n  t h i s  

way w e  a re  s e e k i n g  t o  ease the s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  s h o r t  

term. However, t h e  energy p r o b l e m a c q u i r e s  a much 

b roade r  dimension when one r e a l i z e s  t h a t  energy  i s  

an e s s e n t i a l  component of  a l l  economic development.  

The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  world a r e  only  

a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of their economic development. 

I n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  come t h e i r  demand f o r  energy w i l l  

i n c r e a s e  e x p o n e n t i a l l y .  For  t h i s  r eason  it i s  o f  

g r e a t  importance t o  do  i n t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  new 

s o u r c e s  of  energy ,  p r e f e r a b l y  ones which w i l l  n o t  

e x h a u s t  t h e  e a r t h .  

These new problems- can only  be  t a c k l e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  i f  

w e  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  one a n o t h e r ,  and f o r  t h i s  purpose  

w e  need more e f f e c t i v e  forms of  r e g i o n a l  and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  On t h e  whole, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  e n t e r e d  i n t o  wi thou t  o b l i g a t i o n s .  

But t h e  need f o r  s u p r a n a t i o n a l  management i s  going  
. . 

t o  become e v e r  g r e a t e r .  W e  should  c o n s i d e r  o u r s e l v e s  

lucky  t h a t  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  EEC w e  have c r e a t e d  an 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  with .  supranational powers - a l b e i t  s t i l l  

t o o  f e w  of  them i n  my v i e w .  And y e t  it i s  n o t  uncommon 

f o r  



BP. 

for the use of the  supranational machinery to be 

frustrated by national sentiments or by a  short-sighted 

concern for national interests. If regional 

co-operation already presents such difficulties, how 

is international co-operation to be achieved? 

Nonetheless, the need for international management 

will likewise increase. 

I---have -given-- you--.a- broad. outline of the views of the 

Netherlands on North-South relations - views which 
we put forward in European Community negotiations 

and elsewhere, in fact wherever the North-South 

dialogue is at issue, and which emanate from the 

involvement which. we feel with the fate of the 

Third World. In our own countries, we do not 

tolerate such large dif ferences in income as those 

which. exist between North and South, nor do we tolerate 

a situation in which people have to live below the 

minimum subsistence level. It goes without saying, 

therefore, that we cannot accept such a situation 

These - 



These-are..-no mere empty words. . Appeals.-- t othe 

Netherlands for aid in emergencies are not made in 

vain. This was illustrated recently when a hastily 

organized campaign by voluntary organizations 

brought in 30 million guilders in the space of a 

few weeks in order to help the boat people from 

South-East Asia. Injustice at home and injustice 

abroad go hand in hand. Just as we are prepared 

to make financial sacrifices to alleviate need, 

so we are ready to act against violations of 

fundamental human rights.' In both cases it is 

the individual who suffers, whether physically or 

mentally. Sometimes when we criticize violations 

of human rights we are arrogantly accused by those 

whom we criticize or by third parties of playing 

the schoolmaster yet again. But what is generally 

left unmentioned is that the  Netherlands is one of 

the few countries to have reached the international 

aid target of 0.7% of GNP and that the Dutch 

people have repeatedly shown their readiness to 

give spontaneous aid in cases of acute need. It is 

difficult for me to predict how the Dutch people 

will respond to the consequences of the demographic 

changes--1--have --referred to, but I  have reason-to- hope 

that - 



that- in . everyday. .- l i fe - -. they will display t h e  same 

t o l e r a n c e  towards. immigrants of  no m a t t e r  what o r i g i n  

as t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  expec t  of o t h e r s .  Here w e  t ouch  

upon a  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  i n  Dutch t h i n k i n g .  N a t u r a l l y  

w e  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  concerned w i t h  t h e  problems which 

e x i s t  i n  o u r  own count ry .  But t h e r e  i s  a l s o  scope  

f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of developments o u t s i d e  it, n o t  

only - because  i n  t h e  long  t e r m  t h e s e  developments may 

have a d e c i s i y e  impact upon o u r  own e x i s t e n c e  and o u r  

own m a t e r i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  development, b u t  a l s o  

because t h e  Dutch have a  h i g h l y  developed s e n s e  of  

j u s t i c e  and s o l i d a r i t y .  A l l  t h i s  b r i n g s  us  t o  t h e  

conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  world cannot  go on w i t h o u t  c l o s e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co- operat ion,  and t h a t  w e  should  
/' 

encourage every s  t ep- i  n th is direction. 

For  small c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  t h e  Nether lands ,  t h e  s t r i v i n g  

f o r  i n t e n s i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co- opera t ion  i s  a m a t t e r  

of conviction and of s u r v i v a l .  The s t r u c t u r a l  problems 

which. I have  mentioned c a l l  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and i n  

many cases worldwide s o l u t i o n s  i n  which n a t i o n a l  

p o l i c i e s  must be  inco rpora t ed  and c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  

one a n o t h e r .  F o r  l a r g e ,  economically powerful  c o u n t r i e s  

t h i s  w i l l  mean g r e a t e r  changes than  f o r  s m a l l e r  

c o u n t r i e s  - 



c o u n t r i e s  which have always been l a r g e l y  dependent 

upon co- opera t ion  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  I t  is  no 

coinc idence  t h a t  t h e  economically most powerful 

c o u n t r i e s  r e a c t e d  t o t h e  1 9 7 4  energy c r i s i s  by t r y i n g  

t o  s e t t l e  m a t t e r s  a t  summit conferences  among 

themselves,  whereas even a t  an e a r l y  s t a g e  a  c o u n t r y  

l i k e  t h e  Nether lands  was emphasizing t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

o f  much broader  deba te  between a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  Third World. 

Unless i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  decep t ive ,  we a r e  now on t h e  

t h r e s h o l d  of  renewed i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  on 

problems of  energy,  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  f i n a n c e  and a i d  

t o  t h e  Th i rd  World. F s r s t  t h e  non-aligned s tates  

a t  Havanna and then  t h e  developing c o u n t r i e s  as a  

whole, a t  New York, proposed t h i s .  There i s  t a l k  o f  

a second P a r i s  round of North-South n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  . t h i s  

t i m e  i n  the framework of t h e  United Nations.  

The responses  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  European Community 

t o  t h i s .  p roposa l  have been c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  r ang ing  

between t h e  extremes of " a b s o l u t e l y  n e g a t i v e "and 

" p o s it tive . 

Although 



Although many ques t ions  s t i l l  remain t o  be answered 

i n  connect ion  w i t h  t h i s  proposal  and it is n o t  y e t  

c l e a r  whether t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  n e g o t i a t i o n  

a r e  g iven ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  European Community 

cannot  a f f o r d  t o  say  "no" t o  t h e  proposa l .  I n  

doing  s o  we would be miss ing  y e t  ano the r  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  t a k e  a  f r e s h  s t e p  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of s t r u c t u r e 1  

changes which, viewed i n  t h e  long t e r m ,  a r e  i n  o u r  

, own i n t e r e s t  a s  w e l l .  The world i s  becoming 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  in terdependent .  Today economic r e l a t i o n s  

a r e  s t i l l  unbalanced due t o  t h e  dominant p o s i t i o n  of 

t h e  W e s t .  W e  s h a l l  have t o  make shor t- te rm s a c r i f i c e s  

i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  o r d e r  t o  reap  a  long- term h a r v e s t  which 

w i l l  b e n e f i t  us a l l .  Peace and s e c u r i t y ,  j u s t i c e  and 

e q u a l i t y  a r e  va lues  which w i l l  r e t a i n  t h e i r  v a l i d i t y  

i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  n o t  only  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  b u t  f o r  t h e  

whole wor ld .  

Thank you. 


