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Since I last h a d t h e  privilege of addressing the students and

membersof- t h e College of Europe in  my capacity as Minister for 

Foreign Affairs in l977 - though o f course I h a v e b e e n h e r e

since in a n o t h e r  temporary capacity, a s  Leader o f t h e  

Opposition! - the relationship between Ireland and the College 
of E u r o p e    h a s developed, and I would like to t h i n k

streng  t h e n e d. Irish students have been  coming  to the C o l l e g e  

on a regular basis since 1967, (a process in which I was 

personally involved in t h e  e a r l y  years); and a l t h o u g h not 

numerous, they have in almost every case, amply repaid the 

State f o r the amountof moneythat was spent on their 

scholarships. In many cases they have  entered either t h e  

Public Service, industry or academic l i f e ,  and have broughtwith

them the unique experience which is summed  up in a Diploma of 

European Studies, 



T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  

C o l l e g e  h a s  made a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  I r e l a n d ' s  

r o l e  a s  a  member o f  t h e  Community.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o  

a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f o r m e r  B r u g e s  s t u d e n t s  e x i s t s  i n  my c o u n t r y  b u t ,  

e v e n  f r o m  my own e x p e r i e n c e ,  I am a w a r e   o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

i n  many f i e l d s .  

When t h e  C o l l e g e  f i r s t  o p e n e d  i ts  d o o r s  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  it w a s  i n  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  h o r r i f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  E u r o p e  had  j u s t  

e n d u r e d .  T h i s  w a s  a c o n f l i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  I r e l a n d  was  i n  many 

ways  i s o l a t e d .  W e  s u f f e r e d  i n  some s m a l l  w a y s b u t  n o t  t o  a n y  

e x t e n t  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  o f  E u r o p e .  The f a c t  

t h a t  I r i s h  s t u d e n t s  were n o t  among t h o s e  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  

5 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  6 0 s ,  is  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  my c o u n t r y  

w h i c h  l a s t e d  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  two i m m e d i a t e  p o s t - w a r  d e c a d e s .  

With t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  I r i s h  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Community 

o p e n i n g  t o  u s , i t  IS s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  a t  t h a t  s t a g e ,  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  t o  s e n d  I r i s h  s t u d e n t s .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  

C o l l e g e  h a s  become,  i n  some ways ,  a s y m b o l  o f  Ireland's 

d e e p e n i n g  commi tment  t o  t h e  Community i d e a l s .  

I n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  commi tment  a n d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  I r i s h  

s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  . 

c o m m i t m e n t ,  I m u s t ,  a s  Head o f  G o v e r n m e n t ,  e x p r e s s  o u r  



3 .  
g r a t i t u d e  t o  R e c t o r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e .  F i r s t l y ,  t o  P r o f e s s o r  

Brugmans, who deve loped ,  t o  such a l a r g e  e x t e n t  t h e  s t y l e  o f  

t h e  C o l l e g e  and who g u i d e d  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  d i f f i c u l t  

days .  Second ly ,  t o  P r o f e s s o r  Lukazewski, who took over  t h e  

r e i n s  a t  a  t i m e  when t h e  Community i t s e l f  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

C o l l e g e  came under t h r e a t .  H i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  and t o  . t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  h a s  ma in ta ined  i t  a s  

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r c e ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  immense f i n a n c i a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and i n  s p i t e  o f an atmosphere w i t h i n  Europe t h a t  

h a s  a t  t i m e s  been l e s s  t h a n  warm towards  t h e  i d e a l s  w i t h  which 

t h e  C o l l e g e  was founded.  

W e  have moved, a t  different s t a g e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y- f i v e  

y e a r s ,  between p e r i c d s  of  opt imism and p e r i o d s  o f  pessimism 

a b o u t  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i n t e g r a t

i

o n  which i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  

i n  t h e  Community, and t h e  t i m e- t a b l e  w i t h i n  w h i c h t h i s  c o u l d  be  

p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  N e i t h e r  ovar- opt imism nor over- pess imism,  

however,  were o r  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  Z a c t s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,

t h e  d e g r e e  o f  pess imism,  and o f  n e a r  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  which 

p r e v a i l s  i n  t h e  Community today  would n o t  s t a n d  up t o  o b j e c t i v e  

examina t ion .  I n  a  s e n s e  a l s o ,  indeed  somewhat p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  

n e i t h e r  is  t h i s  t h e  view from o u t s i d e  t h e  Community of o u r  

performance - f o r  t h e  Community, o r  t h e  Ten i n  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  

Co- opera t ion  c o n t e x t ,  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  from a f a r  a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

a c t i n g  a s  a n  e n t i t y  i n  our  e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  a  r e c e n t  
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hiccup in relation to the development- and expression of a 

common position of the Ten in condemnation of Soviet action in 

shooting down the South Korean airliner. 

My country's position within the Community is, of course, 

unique in being the only one of -the Ten not belonging to NATO. 

This, however, does not mean that we are ideologically 

indifferent, as we share with our Community partners the same 

basic democratic, political and .economic values. 

In so far as the Community is concerned, my country's position 

of military neutrality has posed no significant problems; on 

the contrary it has been useful, and has been seen by our 

partners as valuable in emphasising the distinction between 

NATO's defence and military role on the one hand and on the 

other, the EEC which is concerned solely with economic and 

social issues and has no role in the military sphere. 

Another important factor has been our unique situation among 

the Ten of having experienced colonial occupation up t o

relatively recent times. This enables us, in the North/South 

context, to bring to bear on problems a strong sympathy and 

understanding with the need for a more equitable world economic 

order. 



5. 
Allow me t o  p u t  one  s i m p l e  f a c t .  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  i m m e d i a t e l y -  

The s t a t u s  q u o  i n  Europe  t o d a y  - however: i n a d e q u a t e a n d  

f r u s t r a t i n g  many o f  u s  may f i n d  i t  - is,  i n  t h e  perspective of 

t h e  e a r l y  pos t- war  p e r i o d ,  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t .  Ten 

n a t i o n s ,  s o o n  t o  be  t w e l v e ,  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  

common commitment t o  d e m o c r a t i c  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t o  economic  and  

s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s . There  h a s  b e e n ,  l i k e w i s e ,  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

e v o l u t i o n  a n d  r app rochemen t  o f  o u r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n s i g h t s ,  

r e a c t i o n s  and  o b j e c t i v e s  w i t h ,  on many o c c a s i o n s ,  u n i t e d  p u b l i c  

i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  - a n d ,  o n  many o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  a 

common a s s e s s m e n t  that may n o t ,  f o r  one  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  h a v e  

l e n t  i t s e l f  t o  p u b l i c  e x p r e s  si o n .

I h a v e  b e e n  f o r c i b l y  s t r u c k ,  b o t h  a t  m e e t i n g s  I h a v e  a t t e n d e d ,  

f o r m e r l y  of F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  and  l a t t e r l y  o f  Heads o f  

Government, but a l s o  i n t h e  r e p o r t s  I r e a d  f rom w e e k  t o  w e e k  o f  

P o l i t i c a l  C o- o p e r a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  a t  o f f i c i a l  l e v e l ,  by t h e  

a l m o s t  i n s t i n c t i v e  way i n  which  m o s t ,  a n d  o f t e n  i n d e e d  a l l  

member governments t e n d  t o  l o o k  a t  many w o r l d  p r o b l e m s  from a  

common v i e w p o i n t ,  which  is  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  f rom - a l t h o u g h  o f  

c o u r s e  i n  no  way h o s t i l e  t o  - t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and i s  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  w o r l d  p e a c e ,  t h e  

p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of d i s p u t e s ,  and  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h o s e  i n  

g r e a t e s t  d i s t r ess  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  I h a v e  been  s t r u c k ,  

i n d e e d ,  by t h e  s e n s e  o f  h u m a n i t y  ( c o n c e r n  f o r  human s u f f e r i n g s ,  

d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  human r i g h t s  e tc . )  which  emerges  f rom t h e s e  
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p r i v a t e  d i scuss ions  and from t h e  records of many meetings a t  

M i n i s t e r i a l  and o f f i c i a l  l e v e l s .  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  not  always a s  ev iden t  i n  pub l i c  

u t t e r a n c e s  a s  i t  is  t o  me, see ing  i t  from i n s i d e  t h e  system, 

r e f l e c t s  i n h i b i t i o n s  about t h e  pub l i c  express ion  of viewpoints 

t h a t  may i n  f a c t  be 'widely  he ld ,  les t .  such pub l i c  expression 

c r e a t e  misunderstandings w i t h  o the r  c o u n t r i e s  which may be 

d i r e c t l y  involved i n  some i s s u e  i n  d i s p u t e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  

un l ike ly  t o  take kindly t o  t h e  expression of a  viewpoint not  

express ly  suppor t ive  of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ;  i t  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  a t  

t imes a d i f f i c u l t y  i n  formulat ing i n  a c t u a l  words an inchoate  

sense of a  common approach t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  problem. 

I do not  wish t o  o v e r s t r e s s  t h i s  element;  and I know t h a t  on 

occasion the  b r u t a l  r e a l i t i e s  of power p o l i t i c s  and r e a l  

p o l i t i c s i n t rude  themselves i n t o  such d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  B u t  I 

f e e l  i t  r i g h t ,  never the less ,  t o  s t r e s s  an aspec t  of p o l i t i c a l  

co-operation among the  Ten which, perhaps because of the very 

na ture  of t h e  exe rc i se ,  is l i t t l e  known t o ,  and t h e r e f o r e  

almost e n t i r e l y  unappreciated by t h e  pub l i c  of our coun t r i e s .  

There is, o f ' c o u r s e ,  another achievement, which of i ts  na tu re  

means l e s s  t o  the  new genera t ion  than t o  those  l i k e  myself, o r  

o l d e r ,  who can remember v i v i d l y  the  t e r r i b l e  events  of the  l a s t  

War. War between t h e  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h i s  European e n t e r p r i s e  i s  



now i n c o n c e i v a b l e ;  a n d ,  paradoxically, the v e r y  fact . t h a t  t h i s  

d o e s  n o t  seem a n  a c h i e v e m e n t  t o  t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  is  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  m e a s u r e  o f  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t .  

The  C o m m u n i t y ' s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  W e  

are a f u n c t i o n i n g e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i c y  s y s t e m  a n d  i f  w e  h a v e  t h e  

c o u r a g e ,  a n d  I b e l i e v e  w e  d o ,  w e  c a n  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  

d e c a d e  o f  t h e  Community - t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  E u r o p e  a s  

G a s t o n  T h o r n  w o u l d  c a l l  i t  - w i l l  b e  a s  i n n o v a t i v e ,  a n d  a s  

r e s p o n s i v e  t o  the pressing n e e d s  a n d  ' a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  o u r  

p e o p l e s ,  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r   periods. . . . 

B u t  what a r e  t h e s e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  f a c e  U S ,  a n d  

w h i c h  w e  m u s t  t a k e  i f  w e  a r e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  Community w i t h  t h e  

i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  c a p a c i t y  t o  - a n d  h e r e  I q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  

S t u t t g a r t  E u r o p e a n  C o u n c i l  C o n c l u s i o n s  " t a k e  b r o a d  a c t i o n  t o  

e n s u r e  t h e  r e l a u n c h  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  Community"?.  

T h e  c h a n g e s  n e e d e d  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  t h r e e  a r e a s ,  financial 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d - p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  f i n a n c e ,  

i t  is  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t h a t  n o  Community c a n  p r o g r e s s  a n d  a d v a n c e  

w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f u n d  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n d e e d ,  

n o  Community c o u l d  e v e n  s u c c e e d  i n  s t a n d i n g  s t i l l ,  i n  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,  i n  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The 

C o m m i s s i o n  P a p e r  o f  l a s t  May o n  t h e  f u t u r e  f i n a n c i n g  o f  t h e  

Community u n d e r l i n e d  t h i s  p o i n t ,  v e r y  s u c c i n c t l y ,  when i t  

s t a t e d  t h a t  what was a t  i s s u e  w a s  " n o t h i n g  less  t h a n  t h e  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  Community's 

pol ic ies" .  
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B u t  t h e r e  i s  a f u r t h e r  and indeed more dangerous dimension. 

Europe w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  concentrate, and t h a t  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  on 

n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  i f  t h e  Community h a s  neither t h e  policies 

nor t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  respond relevantly and e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  i ts  

growing economic and  s o c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  F u r t h e r  

p r e v a r i c a t i o n  o n  t h i s  fundamental i s s u e  w i l l p u t a t  r i s k  our 

achievements t o  d a t e ,  w i l l   have i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r  t h e  present 

p r e c a r i o u s  ba lance  be tween n a t i o n - s t a t e  a n d Community, and  w i l l  

ve ry  quickly l e a d  on t o  t h e  complete a l i e n a t i o n  of our y o u n g

people  f rom t h e  European i d e a l .  I might add t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d

p a y i n g    of l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t h i s  ideal, without s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n i n  

i t s  p u r s u i t ,  -i s  not only dishonest, bu t  i s  l e s s e n i n g t h e  v e r y  

l eg i t imacy  of t h e  i d e a l  i t s e l f .

As I r e f e r r e d  a moment ago t o  t h e  Commission 's p r o p o s a l s o n  

f u t u r e  f i n a n c i n g ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  is only  f a i r  t h a t I should pay 

t r i b u t e    t o  t h e  speed and     thoroughness w i t h  w h i c h ,  earlier t h i s

yea r ,  t h e  Commission produced t h e s e  proposa ls .  These p roposa l s  

a t t empt ,  w i t h  some considerable success  i n  my v i e w ,  t o  s t r i k e  a 

balance between i n t e r e s t s  and  p o s i t i o n s  o f Member S t a t e s  which 

i n  some c a s e s  a r e  q u i t e  f a r removed f r o m    one  another .  And 

while, almost i nev i t ab ly -,  they w i l l pose some problems -- of 

principle or otherwise - f o r  all member S t a t e s ,  my o w n

included, they provide a b a s i s  f o r  the achievement of w h a t

Foreign Minister Tindemans would probably call a "qualitative 

leap forward" in Europe. A s  such,  they  a r e  r ece iv ing  t h e  most

. s e r i o u s  consideration  by my government .

, . . . 



I d o  n o t  t h i n k  I need dwel l  o v e r l o n g  this a f t e r n o o n ,  b e f o r e  

s u c h  a commi t t ed  g r o u p  of f e l l o w- E u r o p e a n s ,  on  t h e  u r g e n t  need 

f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  e x i s t i n g  and  new p o l i c i e s  i n  Europe,  I f  

w e  b e l i e v e ,  a s  w e  d i d  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  

a c t i o n  is  no l o n g e r  a d e q u a t e  o r  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e n  w e  have  a n  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  f o c u s  on t h e  t y p e  and r a n g e  o f  common and 

c e n t r a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  

Community. I would e a r n e s t l y  wi sh  t o  see - and i t  is t o  some 

d e g r e e  a l r e a d y  happen ing  - t h e  same n a t i o n a l  commitment,  and  

i n d e e d  p o l i t i c a l  p r i o r i t y ,  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  p o l i c y  

deve lopmen t  a t  t h e  European  l e v e l  a s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  p u t  i n t o  

t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  n e g a t i v e ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  some measure  a t  l e a s t  

n e c e s s a r y ,  e f f o r t  t o  a d a p t  t h e  CAP and  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

b u d g e t a r y  i m b a l a n c e s  i s s u e .  

I n  no  o t h e r  way w i l l  w e  b e  a b l e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  of  

o u r  y o u t h  and  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  impo tence  o f  t h e  Community f a c e d  

w i t h ,  t o  s i n g l e  o u t  one  a r e a ,  t h e  s c a n d a l .  o f  mass unemployment 

i n  E u r o p e -  Across .  t h e  complete s p e c t r u m  o f  economic ,  

i n d u s t r i a l  and  s o c i a l  activity, w e  need  u r g e n t l y  t o  make a 

c o h e r e n t  assessment o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  wh ich  w e  w i sh  t h e  

Community t o  move, and o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and  financial r e s o u r c e s  

needed  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  w e  a t t a i n  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  
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T h i s  l e a d s  me on l o g i c a l l y  t o  what might be c a l l e d  the  c u r r e n t  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  impasse i n  t he  Community. I t  i s  ev iden t ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  i n  r ecen t  yea r s  the  Commission h a s  l o s t  

a u t h o r i t y  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  Council.  This weakening 

of the  r o l e  and s t a t u r e  of the  Commission has been due i n  l a r g e  

p a r t  t o  t h e  cont inuing dominance of  t h e  unanimity requirement 

i n  t h e  Counci l ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  and w i t h  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Council f a i l i n g  t o  t a k e  dec i s ions  o n  many 

proposa ls ,  and indeed almost res igning  i t s e l f  t o  such f a i l u r e  

on occasion,  i t  perhaps understandable t h a t  the  Commission 

has been unduly in f luenced  i n  framing i t s  proposals  by 

p o l i t i c a l  cons ide ra t ions  of what the  Council would be l i k e l y  t o  

adopt .  Early i n i t i a t i v e s  and d e c i s i o n s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  my view, on what might be c a l l e d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  

of a c t u a l  a s  wel l  a s  l e g a l  autonomy t o  t h e  Commission and, even 

more important ,  on t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  of the c r e a t i o n  of a more 

e f f e c t i v e  decision-making c a p a c i t y  i n  the  Community. 

Here, perhaps,  I could mention two ideas  which we i n  Ireland 

put  forward i n  t h e  p a s t and which we be l i eve  might s t i l l  be 

helpful.  t o  some degree i n  t h e  achievement of the  above

o b j e c t i v e s .  The  f i r s t  proposal  concerned the  appointment of 

t h e  Commission. We suggested t h a t  t h e  member governments, 

having agreed o n  a  p res iden t  des igna te ,  would i n v i t e  t h e

President t o  propose t h e  o the r  members of the  Commission, which 

Parliament would t h e n  be asked t o  approve. A t  t h a t  stage, the  



11. 
member S t a t e s  would c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  membersh ip  o f  t h e  

C o l l e g e  w i t h  a  v i ew  t o  r e a c h i n g  a g r e e m e n t  on  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  

t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d .  

The s e c o n d  e l e m e n t  o f  o u r  t h i n k i n g  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  u s e  o f  

p r o c e d u r e s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  q u a l i f i e d - m a j o r i t y  v o t i n g  i n  t h e  

C o u n c i l  o n  i s s u e s  where  v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  were  n o t  

i n v o l v e d .  I n  my c a p a c i t y  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  I 

e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  p romote  s u c h  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  

d u r i n g  I r e l a n d ' s  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  i n  1975. 

Tne p r o c e d u r e  which I t h e n  a d o p t e d  - d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  

o n e  d e l e g a t i o n  wh ich ,  however ,  eventually a c q u i e s c e d  i n  t h e  

p r o c e d u r e  when it b r o k e  a d e a d l o c k  which  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  was 

particularly c o n c e r n e d  t o  see r e s o l v e d ,  was t h e  fo l lowing . :  

A t  t h e  o u t -s e t  of e a c h  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  I i d e n t i f i e d ,  w i t h  t h e  

a i d  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s ,  t h e  j u r i d i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  d e c i s i o n s  r e q u i r e d  t o  be t a k e n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  e a c h  i t e m  on  

t h e  a g e n d a ,  v i z .  d e c i s i o n  by  u n a n i m i t y  u n d e r  t h e  T rea ty ,  

d e c i s i o n s  by  q u a l i f i e d  m a j o r i t y  under  t h e  T r e a t y ,  o r  g e n e r a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n s  n o t  f a l l i n g  j u r i d i c a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  of  a  

f o r m a l  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  

Then,  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  d e c i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g -q u a l i f i e d  m a j o r i t y  

d e c i s i o n s  unde r  t h e  T r e a t y ,  ( a n d  I would h a v e  done  t h e  same 

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  d e c i s i o n s ,  had  they a r i s e n ,  b u t  

a s  f a r  a s  I c a n  r e c a l l  t h e y  d i d  n o t )  I i n v i t e d  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  



12. 
t o  s t a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g  began  whe the r  t h e y  would be l i k e l y  

t o  have  d i f f i c u l t y  a b o u t  a c c e p t i n g  a  q u a l i f i e d  m a j o r i t y  

d e c i s i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a n y  m a t t e r  s o  t o  b e  d e c i d e d  under  t h e  

r u l e s  o f  t h e  T r e a t y .  T h i s  p l a c e d  S t a t e s  i n  a dilemma o f  h a v i n g  

e i t h e r  t o  c l a i m  a  v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  a d v a n c e  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  a  m a t t e r  which  m i g h t  i n  p r a c t i c e  be f a i r l y  t r i v i a l ,  

and i n  r e s p e c t  o f  wh ich  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  t h e y  m i g h t  c a l c u l a t e  t h a t  

a  d e c i s i o n  c o u l d  be r e a c h e d  a m i c a b l y  w i t h o u t  r e s o r t  t o  a  v o t e ,  

o r  t o  r e f r a i n  f rom s o  c l a i m i n g ,  t h u s  i n h i b i t i n g  them from 

r a i s i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  Luxembourg compromise a t  a  l a t e r  

p o i n t ,  and  l e a v i n g  t h e  way more o r  less f r e e  f o r  a  d e c i s i o n  by 

q u a l i f i e d  m a j o r i t y  when t h e  m a t t e r  a r o s e .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d e s p i t e  my e f f o r t  t o  p e r s u a d e  o u r  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  

t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  t o p e r s i s t -w i t h  t h i s  method ,  i t  was d ropped  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s .  I h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago  

a n o t h e r  S t a t e  t a k i n g  on  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  c o n s i d e r e d  

r e - i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  " F i t z G e r a l d  f o r m u l a "  - t h i s  was n o t  i n  f a c t  

done .  I n  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  however ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f i n d i n g  a  

means o f  m i n i m i s i n g  a b u s e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  v e t o  h a s  a g a i n  been  

c o n s i d e r e d .  

I s h o u l d ,  p e r h a p s ,  add  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  I a d o p t e d  d i d  n o t ,  

and  was n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o ,  d e p r i v e  a  member S t a t e  o f  t h e  c a p a c i t y  

t o  c a l l  on  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Luxembourg 

compromise, i n  a  c a s e  where  t h e r e  is  a  g e n u i n e  v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  

i n t e r e s t ,  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a n d  d e f e n s i b l e  a s  s u c h .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s  . . . . 
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t h e  u n w r i t t e n  ag reemen t  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  would not be f o r c e d  to 

a v o t e ,  i n  which t h e  c o u n t r y  whose v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  was 

a f f e c t e d  c o u l d  be o v e r - r u l e d ,  would s t i l l  a p p l y .  But t h e  v a s t  

bu lk  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n- m a k i n g  p rob lems  o f  t h e  Community d e r i v e  

n o t  f r o m t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  u n a n i m i t y  b e i n g  c a l l e d  i n t o  p l a y  when 

a g e n u i n e  v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  a t  s t a k e , b u t  f rom t h e  

f l a g r a n t  a b u s e  o f  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  i n  c a s e s  which  a r e  c l e a r l y  

r e l a t i v e l y  t r i v i a l ,  but where Governments  may, f o r  example ,  

f i n d  themselves under  p r e s s u r e  from some i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  i n  

t h e i r  own c o u n t r y ,  o r  where t h e y  may s e e k  t o  abuse t h i s  p o k e r  

i n  o r d e r  t o  f o r c e  a package  d e a l  i n  a r a n g e  of r e l a t e d  - or 

even  u n r e l a t e d  - i s s u e s .  

I h a v e  t o  s a y  t h a t  on t h e  evidence o f  t h e  inter-play o f  f o r c e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  and the impact 

t h i s  has v i s i b l y  h a d  on t h e  f r e e d o m o f  t h e  Commission t o  m a k e  

p r o p o s a l s  f r e e  f r o m t h e  c o n s t r a i n t  o f  t h e s e  p r e s s u r e s ,  I  am n o t  

c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  w e  have  y e t  r e a c h e d t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  s e n s e  o f  

m u t u a l  s o l i d a r i t y  i n  t h e  Community i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  enable  

c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  a  s m a l l   and  v u l n e r a b l e  c o u n t r y  s u c h  

a s  my own, t o  abandon t h e  possibility of h o l d i n g  up  ag reemen t  

on an i s s u e  t h a t  would a f f e c t  a v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  - r a r e  

though  t h e  o c c a s i o n  may be when s u c h  a v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  interest 

is actually a t  s t a k e .  

The p r e s e n t  restrictions on t h e  CAP p r o v i d e  a s p e c i f i c ,  

c o n c r e t e  example  of s u c h  a v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  I r e l a n d ' s  

d e c i s i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  Community j u s t  o v e r  t e n  yea r s  ago was 
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based on a balance of advantages and disadvantages. The 

benefits for agriculture, for instance, were perceived as 

offsetting the serious loss of jobs in industry, resulting from 

the opening up of our domestic market to stronger and more 

competitive industries in the Community, which h a s ,in fact, 

cost us 40% of our pre-membership manufacturing employment. 

And this is precisely what has been happening to date. The 

Common Agricultural Policy began to provide a vitally important 

opportunity for Irish farmers to escape from their virtual

exclusion from remunerative export markets, and their almost 

complete dependence on limited access to the UK market where, 

traditionally, a cheap food policy prevailed. 

These historical constraints had seriously retarded the 

development of my country's agricultural potential and, as a 

result, because of the vital and central importance of the 

agricultural sector in Ireland, of the development of the Irish 

economy as a whole. This explains in large part why the level 

of agricultural development and production in Ireland, 

especially in the milk sector, is considerably below that of 

our partners on mainland Europe who have almost exactly similar 

soil and climatic ccndi t ions, 

In brief, agriculture is infinitely more important to the 

economy of Ireland than to that of the Community as a whole. 

It provides direct employment for some 1.8% of the labour force 

compared with 8% in the Community generally. Moreover, 
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i n d u s t r i e s  b a s e d  on a g r i c u l t u r e  a c c o u n t  f o r  o v e r  2 0 %  o f  

employment i n  manufacturing i n d u s t r y . Agricultural e x p o r t s  

a r e  a  ma jo r  c a t a l y s t  f o r  g rowth  i n o u r economy and g e n e r a t e  

a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t  e a r n i n g s .  And t h e  s h a r e  o f  

o u r  G N P  d e r i v e d  f r o m m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  f i v e  times g r e a t e r  t h a n  

i n  t h e  Community g e n e r a l l y .  

I t i s  p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h i s  c r u c i a l  s t a g e  of  o u r  agricultural 

development, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  m i l k s e c t o r ,  t h a t .  t h e  movement 

t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  Common A g r i c u l t u r a l  P o i i c y  h a s  g a i n e d  v e r y  

considerable momentum. My Government. h a s  absolutely no 

objection t o t h e  appropriate adaptation o f t h e  CAP, o r  i n d e e d  

o f  a n y  o t h e r  Community p o l i c y .  Indeed  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  whe the r  

a t  Community c r  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h a t  p o l i c i e s  be r ev iewed  and 

a s s e s s e d  on a n  ongo ing  b a s i s .  W e  a g r e e  moreover  t h a t  t h e  whole  

q u e s t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  s u r p l u s e s ,  o v e r  t h e  l e v e l s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  

normal  e x p o r t  trading, s e c u r i t y  and  f o o d a i d ,  need t o  he  

examined i n  d e p t h . W e  have  i n d e e d  s u b m i t t e d  detailed 

constructive and p r a c t i c a l  proposals on t h e s e  and  o t h e r  a r ea s  

o f  t h e  CAP t o  the Commission and our  partners. We believe 

t h a t  o u r  p r o p o s a l s  would f u l l y  meet t h e requirements s e t  o u t  i n  

S t u t t g a r t  f o r  t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  

I w o u l d l i k e  t o  emphas i se  publicly a n d  f o r c e f u l l y  t o d a y ,  

however ,  t h a t  I r i s h  a g r i c u l t u r e , and e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  milk 

s e c t o r ,  mus t  be a f fo rded  a  r e a s o n a b l e -  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a l i s e  
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t h e  comparative  advantages  w h i c h  it has. T o a t t empt  t o  

i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n of  comparative advantage i n  t h i s  

s e c t o r  by i n t roduc ing  an   artificial f r e e z i n g  of the p r e s e n t  

p a t t e r n of p r o d u c t i o n , historically conditioned, a s  it h a s  been 

i n  our c a s e ,  by e x t e r n a l  f o r ce s ,  would be t o  c r e a t e  a n  

unacceptab le  s i t u a t i o n  f o r t h e  I r i s h  Government a n d t o  a l t e r  

fundamentally t h e  entire economic ba lance  accep ted  at the t i m e

o f Ireland's accession t o  the Community. 

I t  would be doubly u n j u s t  t o  do t h i s  in a c o n t e x t  where t h e  CAP 

h a s  been t h e  o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  Community instrument seeking, i n  

p u r s u i t  of t h e  Trea ty  o b j e c t i v e ,  t o  begin t o  b r idge  the gap  

between I r e l a n d  and i t s  m o r e   prosperous  p a r t n e r s .  In  such 

circumstances, i f  a n  a t t e m p t  w e r e  being made; t o  p e r s i s t  with a 

p o l i c y  involv ing  a r t i f i c i a l  interference w i t h  t h e  working o f  

s u p p l y  a n d demand wi th in t h e  Community and t h e  pr inciple of 

comparat ive  advantage upon which t h e  C o m m u n i t y   y 's economic 

activities a r e based, my c o u n t r y would n e e d -t o  be a b l e  t o  

r e s e r v e  i t s  r i g h t  t o  defend i t s e l f  against such a distortion of  

Community policies operating to t h e  g r a v e ,  indeed crippling 

disadvantage of one s m a l l and vulnerable member S t a t e .  I u s e  

t h i s  a s  a n  e x a m p l e , very c l o s e , t o  me, of an a rea  where the 

procedures  of t h e  Community a r e  of l i f e  and d e a t h  importance. 

Pass ing  from this i s s u e  of  Counci l  decision-making, I shou ld

l i k e  t o  r e f e r  b r i e f l y  t o  t h e Resolution o n  European Union 

passed by the Parliament l a s t  week i n  Strasbourg which some 

commentators have, r i g h t l y  I b e l i e v e ,r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  the m o s t
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i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  to come b e f o r e  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  s i n c e  d i r e c t  

e l e c t i o n s  i n  1 9 7 9 .  I w i l l  n o t  g o  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  now e x c e p t  

t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  u s  

E u r o p e a n s  w i t h  a  s u g g e s t e d  model f o r  t h e  C o m m u n i t y ' s  l o n g - t e r m  

g o a l  o f  a  E u r o p e a n  Union .  A s s u c h ,  it c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  

f i g u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  Community d i s c u s s i o n s  f r o m  now o n ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  r u n- u p  t o  n e x t  y e a r ' s  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

P a r l i a m e n t .  I s h o u l d  a d d  t h a t ,  r e g r e t t a b l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a 

t e n d e n c y  i n  some q u a r t e r s  t o  p l a y  down t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  E v e r y o n e  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  agree 

t h a t ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  h a s ,  u s i n g  i t s  b u d g e t a r y  

p o w e r s ,  p l a y e d  a p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

Community a c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h a  s i z e  o f  t h e  

R e g i o n a l  a n d  S o c i a l  F u n d s  a n d  i n  f o c u s s i n g  o u r  t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  institutional change i n  E u r o p e .  

P e r h a p s  i t  may b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e fe r  b a c k  t o  o n e  o t h e r  i d e a  

my c o u n t r y  p u t  f o r w a r d  i n  1 9 7 5  - a t  a p e r i o d  when w e  h a d  l e s s  

t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  Community m e m b e r s h i p ,  b u t  h a d  

s e e n  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  w h a t it  m e a n t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  

t h e C o u n c i l .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Community w a s  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  

moving  t o  a n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  m o n e t a r y  u n i o n ;  s i n c e  t h e n  we h a v e  

moved t o  w h a t  p e r h a p s  m i g h t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  i n t e r i m  s t s g e  - 
t h e  E u r o p e a n  M o n e t a r y  S y s t e m  t o  w h i c h  n i n e  o f  t h e  t e n  members 

of t h e  Community now a d h e r e .  

I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  E u r o p e a n  -M o n e t a r y  Union ,  t h e  I r i s h  

Government.  o f  t h e  d a y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  programme of  
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preparation f o r a E u r o p e a nMonetary Union must  include a n

approximate q u a n ti f  ication o f  t h e  sca le  of  Community action 

t h a t  w o u l d  b e necessary t o  counteract t h e c e n t r i p e t a l e f f e c t s

of t h e  EMU and by narrowing t h e  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  l i v i n g  s t anda rds  

between member S t a t e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o     make t h e  achievement of 

t h e  EMU practical. I have t o  t e l l  you t h a t  I r e g r e t  t h a t  m o r e

has  no t  been done i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

I t   i s true t h a t  t h e  Commission undertakes an assessment of t h e  

economic s i t u a t i o n  i n member S t a t e s  and  m a k e s  c r i t i c a l comments

on any elements  o f n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s    which  i t  sees   a s  impeding

progress  towards a g r e a t e r  e c o n o m i c    balance  between member 

S t a t e s  and  towards economic and  monetary i n t e g r a t i o n .

B u t I have to say that  in      r e a d i n g i t s  prescriptions addressed

t o  member S t a t e s ,  there sometimes seems t o b e a   tendency f o r  

t h e  Commission t o  be  both more p rec i se  and more firm i n w h a ti s  

said t o  s m a l l e r  member States, and/ or S t a t e s  i n  w h i c h

r e s t r i c t i v e  a c t i o n is c a l l e d f o r , than i n  t h e  case  of l a r g e r  

member S t a t e s  a n d / o r S t a t e s  i nw h i c h  more p o s i t i v e  d e f l a t i o n a r y  

a c t i o n i s  needed, i f t h e  economies o f member S t a t e s  in t h e  

Community a r c  t o  be  brought into b a l a n c ew i t h  each  o t h e r s o f a r

as t h e  economic p o l i c i e s a r e  concerned. My country is  willing 

not  merely t o  accep t  c r i t i c i s m  from t h e European C o m m i s s i o n ,  b u t 

t o  accep t  a moral o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  recommendedb y  

t h e  C o m m i s s i o n    on the b a s i s  of  o b j e c t i v e economic c r i t e r i a  - if
t h e  same acceptance can be secured f r o m  o the r  member S t a t e s .  

This  a p p l i e s  more e s p e c i a l l yt o  those  who may be requi red  

o b j e c t i v e l y , and on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  Commission's assessment, 

t o  adopt compensating pol ic ies  of a more e x p a n s i o n a r y c h a r a c t e r



A n o t h e r  m a t t e r  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  I r i s h  memorandum o f  1 9 7 5  wh ich  I

t h i n k  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h a v e  some t o p i c a l  r e l e v a n c e  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  

method  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e n  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  E u r o p e a n  

C o u n c i l .  I t  was o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  Community 

m a t t e r s  l e a d i n g  t o  d e c i s i o n s ,  o r  t o  o r i e n t a t i o n s  o f  d e c i s i o n s  

t o  be t a k e n  f o r m a l l y  a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  a t  

M i n i s t e r i a l .  l e v e l ,  s h o u l d ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  1974  P a r i s  Summit 

Communique, t a k e  place i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  

p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  

C o m n i s s i o n .  

W h i l e  my e x p e r i e n c e  o f  E u r o p e a n  C o u n c i l s  was  i n t e r r u p t e d  f o r  

some y e a r s ,  I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  hed  o c c a s i o n  t o  renew my 

a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  Community a c t i v i t y .  

What I h a v e  s e e n  r e c e n t l y  h a s  confirmed m e  i n  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o u n c i l s ,  a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  Community d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  

o f  initiative o f  t h e  Commiss ion  be c l e a r l y  p r e s e r v e d  b e f o r e ,  

d u r i n g  and  a f t e r  mee -t i ngs  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o u n c i l .  O t h e r w i s e ,  

t h e r e  r e m a i n s  a c l e a r  d a n g e r  t h a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s ,  whose 

j u r i d i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  Community l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  

r e m a i n e d  somewhat  o b s c u r e ,  c o u l d  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f u r t h e r  

weaken ing  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Commiss ion ,  w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  i n  i t s  

p l a c e  a n y  s t r u c t u r e  o f  e q u a l  e f f i c a c y  o r  w i t h  t h e  same 

p o t e n t i a l i t y  f o r  a c t i n g  i n  a n e u t r a l  manner  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

t h e  Community a s  a w h o l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

c e r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a r g e r  ones. 
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I n  t h e  p e r i o d  ahead m y Government, r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  commitment 

o f  t h e  I r i s h  people t o  t h e  Community a n d  i t s  f u r t h e r  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  will c o n t i n u e  n o t m e r e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c q u i s

communauta i re .  W e w i l l  a l s o  provide t h e  maximum suppor  t  f o r

t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e  Community a s  e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e  

T r e a t i e s  of P a r i s  and Rome subject o n l y t o  such  m o d i f i c a t i o n s

as  may be unanimously a g r e e d  by t h e  Member S t a t e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n

t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ccmrnunity, t o  expand i t s  functions 

commensurate w i t h  t h e  needs o f our  p e o p l e s  whose i n t e r e s t s  c a n

be s e r v e d  o n l y  by  c l o s e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  economies and by 

growing t o g e t h e r  i n m u t u a l    t r u s t  and c o n fi d e n c e .  T he

c h a l l e n g e and t h e c h o i c e s  a r e now, a s  arguab ly  never b e f o r e ,  

c l e a r l y  and  s t a r k l y  before  u s .  I f  w e  do n o t  s u c c e e d , t h e  

C o m m u n i t y a s  w e  know i t  c o u l d  w e l l g o  i n t o i r r e v e r s i b l e

-d e c l i n e .  I know -o f  n o p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  i n  Europe who w o u l d  

wish  t o  c o u n t e n a n c e   t h i s .

For my own p a r t  a s  a l o n g - s t a n d i n q  a n d  d e e p l y committed

European ,  I w i l l  p l a y t h e  fullest possible p a r t  i n  t h e a t t e m p t

t o  meet t h e  S t u t t g a r t  o b j e c t i v e ,  a n d thereafter t o  m o v e beyond

t h a t towards a f u r t h e r  s t a g e  o f i n t e g r a t i o n and c o - o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h i n  o ur Community.

I am p r i v i l e q e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  opportunity o f  s a y i n g  t h i s  he re  

t o d a y ,  and I b e i i e v e  t h a t  what  I h a v e  s a i d  is  consistent w i t h  

w h a t I have  spoken i n t h i s  C o l l e g e  on a number of occasions i n

t h e  p a s t  over a p e r i o d  of s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .  



N o  politician c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  come t o  t h i s  C o l l e g e ,  w i t h  i ts  

l i v i n g  testimony t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s    of t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  and t i e s  

t h a t  b i n d  u s  i n  Europe,  and  s a y  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e was other t h a n  

t o t a l l y c o m m i t t e d t o  working a c t i v e l y  i n ,  and t h r o u g h ,  t h e  

Community f o r p e a c e ,  f o r  economic, industr i a l  a n d  s o c i a l  

deve lopment ,  a n d f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  i n  b o t h  t h e  European and 

t h e  wider  world c o n t e x t .  


