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1. COURSE OBJECTIVE 
The goal of this course is to introduce students to the conceptual and empirical challenges that 
surround the topic of the member states of the European Union (EU) and to provide them with some 
means of engaging with and mastering these challenges from an inter-disciplinary perspective. 
 
2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

1. Give an account of the meaning of member statehood, in juridical and political terms, and to 
be able to differentiate EU member states from other socio-historical forms of statehood that 
preceded the creation of the EU but that also co-exist today with EU member states. 

2. Identify the commonalities between EU member states that bind them together and form the 
basis for a sense of shared identity and interest. 

3. Identify the differences between EU member states that are sources of division within the EU 
and instability in the process of European integration. 

4. Appreciate the multiple perspectives that one can have regarding the nature of the EU and 
European integration, depending on factors such as state size, geographical location, 
national growth model and date of entry into the EU. 

5. Have a general sense of the evolution of European statehood (and types of European 
statehood) prior to the creation of the EU and since its creation. 

6. Give a detailed account of the national experiences of some of the EU member states, taking 
into account different national outlooks on policy areas and the different internal constitutional 
and political structures of EU member states. 
 

3. COURSE CONTENTS  
The detailed course outline is available to students on the intranet. The course is structured as 
follows: 
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1. The concept of the member state in relation to other forms of statehood 
2. The EU seen from the perspective of large states: the case of the Franco-German axis 
3. The EU seen from the perspective of small states: do small states always love the EU?  
4. Are some political systems better suited to European integration than others? 
5. Macro-economic imbalances in the EU: do some countries prosper whilst others loose out? 
6. Joining Europe: the Iberian experience 
7. Joining Europe: the Central and Eastern European experience 
8. European diversity and the future of European integration: conclusions 
 

4. TEACHING METHOD(S)  
 
- Interactive lectures 
- Oral presentations 
- Class debates 
 
5. COURSE MATERIAL  
Students are expected to read the core reading for each week and to explore if they have time 
optional readings. Please refer to the intranet course page for access to the detailed reading list 
(required and supplementary readings). 
 
6. EVALUATION  
The course will be examined in the following way. There will be an end of course written exam which 
will account for 40% of the final mark. The term paper will count for 40%. Students will have a choice 
of questions for their term paper. The remaining 20% correspond to the participation score. Students 
are expected to take part in class discussions, class debates and class presentations. 

 


