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COURSE OBJECTIVE

While institutions evidently matter for European integration, the dominance of the new institutionalism in political science perpetuates the popular image of the European Union (EU) as a faceless organisation. Combining insights from the study of politics, history and sociology, this innovative optional course will provide students with fresh ways of looking at the role of people in advancing and opposing the European project. From the founding fathers and mothers of European integration to the impact of social media influencers, it asks how individuals have crossed national borders in one way or another in the European 'construction process'. The course will also be of particular value for students thinking of embarking on a career in or around the EU and its institutions.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Knowledge-based
· A.1 Students develop a multidisciplinary understanding of the European political system.
· A.2 Students have a general knowledge of the main components of the EU political system: institutions, actors, decision-making procedures, competences and policies.
· A.3. Students comprehend the disciplinary knowledge and theories specific to EU studies.
· A.5 Students develop a concrete understanding of the logics of policymaking and negotiations within the EU political system, thanks to simulation exercises and the drafting of policy papers.
· A.7 Students can communicate in both French and English in an academic or professional context.
Skills-based
· B.1 Students can recognize, contextualize, explain, and interpret political, societal and economic phenomena in European integration. They can assess events, governance problems and political crises.
· B.2 Students can analyse the process and actors of EU policy-making at different levels of governance and can reflect on potential developments.
· B.3 Students can transform a complex problem into a research question, mobilize theories, develop a research design, and conduct empirical work to provide solutions in an analytical and balanced way.
· B.4 Students can flexibly apply theories and analytical frameworks from different disciplinary perspectives to the main issues of EU politics and policies.
· B.6 Students are capable of working as part of a complex project, individually or collectively, and they develop skills of planning, organisation, prioritisation and time management.
· B.7 Students can communicate clearly and effectively, through oral presentations or written documents, to different kinds of audiences.
MATA
Knowledge
1. A.1 Theoretical mastery
0. The graduate demonstrates advanced and critical mastery of the principal theoretical approaches and analytical concepts in their disciplinary focus (International Relations and Diplomacy Studies, Political Science, Regional Studies) or interdisciplinary focus and can apply them to the analysis of transatlantic affairs.
1. A.2 Command of the scientific state of the art
1. The graduate can identify, interpret and critically assess the current state of academic research on transatlantic affairs and can situate them within broader scholarly debates, in line with their (inter-) disciplinary focus.
1. A.3 Comparative political‑institutional knowledge
2. The graduate possesses in‑depth and comparative knowledge of the political systems of the European Union and the United States, including their institutional structures, policy‑making processes, and core internal and external policies, and can analyse their interactions in a transatlantic context.
1. A.4 Historical and contextual understanding
3. The graduate can contextualise and interpret contemporary transatlantic developments by integrating historical, political, legal and economic perspectives, and can meaningfully explain how past dynamics shape current policy choices, debates and institutional frameworks.
1. A.5 Integrative, multi‑perspective knowledge
4. The graduate can synthesise and integrate insights from multiple disciplines relevant to transatlantic affairs (e.g., International Relations, Political Science, Regional Studies or an interdisciplinary focus) and can adopt and compare both European and U.S. perspectives in analysing and evaluating transatlantic issues
1. A.6 Analysis of relative geopolitical standing of the EU and/or US
5. The graduate can analyse developments within Europe and/or the US that impact their relative geopolitical standing, thereby influencing EU and/or US interests relevant to transatlantic affairs.
1. A.7 Assessment on capacity to act in transatlantic affairs
6. The graduate acquires a nuanced perspective of internal political, economic, and/or social pressures and how they may impact, either directly or indirectly, the transatlantic relationship and the capacity of the transatlantic partners to act in accordance with the needs of the transatlantic partnership.
Skills / Analytical, critical and professional skills
1. B.1 Analytical openness
7. The graduate can analyse transatlantic affairs in a broad and multidisciplinary manner, assessing challenges in this domain with intellectual openness, sensitivity to diversity of perspectives, and the ability to understand and navigate complex and ambiguous situations.
1. B.2 Critical reflection, argumentation, and communication
8. The graduate is able to critically reflect on a wide range of issues in transatlantic affairs, to develop well‑informed and evidence‑based points of view, and to communicate these effectively, both orally and in writing, when working independently or collaboratively.
1. B.3 Research design
9. The graduate can independently transform complex transatlantic issues into a clear and feasible research question, find and evaluate relevant sources in line with their (inter-) disciplinary focus, apply appropriate concepts and methods, and present research results in accordance with the ethical standards of the field.
1. B.4 Information processing, analysis, and problem-solving
10. The graduate is capable of rapidly processing large volumes of information, critically analysing (inter-)discipline‑relevant sources, and proposing creative, feasible, and analytically grounded solutions to problems within the field of transatlantic affairs.
1. B.5 Professional autonomy, organisational skills, and intercultural competence
11. The graduate has the intellectual maturity and professional skills to function autonomously and responsibly in national or international professional environments—particularly in transatlantic contexts—by planning and organising work effectively, setting priorities, meeting deadlines, cooperating across cultural and disciplinary boundaries, and building professional networks.


COURSE CONTENTS

This course starts by inviting students to places of people in theories of European governance and integration. It then examines the role played by individuals in the construction of Europe focusing on non-exhaustive categories, including: ‘founders’; ‘sceptics’; ‘parliamentarians’; ‘wise people’ and ‘thinkers’; ‘presidents’; ‘officials’; ‘power brokers’; ‘artists’; and ‘speechifiers’. Throughout the course, we will discuss a broad and diverse range of actors and challenge conventional assumptions about who has 'built Europe'. 'A closing session asks: Are we not all, always, building Europe together (perhaps even when we think we aren’t)?


TEACHING METHOD(S)

This interactive course will include a combination of lecturing, audiovisual material, student presentations, guest speakers (remote and physically present), and seminar-style discussions. In addition to the final exam, each student will be expected to present a short paper on a particular individual/personality. All students will be expected to cover preparatory reading before each class and to make informed contributions to class discussion. Emphasis will be placed on collective positive exploration through dialogue, peer collaboration and instructor facilitation. 

COURSE MATERIAL*

Background reading:

Gabriele Abels and Heather MacRae (2021) Whose story is it anyway? Studying European integration with a gender lens (Abingdon: Routledge). 

Dermot Hodson (2025) Circle of Stars: A History of the EU – And The People Who Made It (New Haven and London: Yale University Press)

Ben Judah (2023) This Is Europe: The Way We Live Now (London: Picador)

Brigitte Leucht, Katja Seidel, Laurent Warlouzet (eds) (2023) Reinventing Europe: The History of the 
European Union, 1945 to the Present (London: Bloomsbury).

Martin Westlake and Didier Georgakakis (2024) 'Seeing into the trees; why EU personnel and professionals studies are flourishing and why they matter' published online in European Politics and Society 29 November:
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/BCZHMZQZFIEP8ABJPI75/full?target=10.1080/23745118.2024.2418959

Martin Westlake (2025) 'Developing the concept of consequential senior European Union civil servants as sub-political policy entrepreneurs' European Politics and Society 26(2): 509-530.

EVALUATION

Student assessment will be on the basis of:

· course participation (10%), including presence and active participation in discussions;
· a short presentation (40%) about a particular individual and/or theme;
· a written final exam (50%). 
Plagiarism: Pursuant to Articles 39a and subsequent provisions of the College of Europe Study Regulations 2025–2026, plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion, and the falsification of data are expressly prohibited and shall be deemed to constitute academic misconduct. All written work submitted by a student shall be subject to assessment with regard not only to its originality but also to the scope and rigor of the research undertaken. Any instance of plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion, or falsification of data, as defined in the aforementioned Study Regulation, shall give rise to the imposition of penalties in accordance with Article 40 thereof.
Artificial Intelligence: Pursuant to Articles 38 and subsequent provisions of the College of Europe Study Regulations 2025–2026, the category of permitted generative AI (genAI) use for the present course is bounded use. Students may employ genAI tools at both foundational and advanced stages of the work process, including brainstorming, literature screening, data organisation, analysis, interpretation, argument generation, and as a feedback tool. The final text of any assignment, however, must be written by the student in their own words, without copying AI-generated text blocks, using translation tools, or similar automated assistance. The non-generative use of AI tools, such as for spell-checking, reference style management, or information searches, remains by default permitted for all course work and the Master’s thesis. Any use of genAI must be transparently acknowledged in accordance with the department’s referencing guidelines. Students bear full responsibility for the entirety of the content they submit, irrespective of the tools used, and must ensure compliance with College regulations on academic integrity, data protection, and intellectual property. Violations of the permitted scope of AI use, or failures to acknowledge such use, shall constitute academic misconduct and will be sanctioned in line with Articles 39a, 39b, and 40 of the Academic Regulations on plagiarism, falsification of data, and related infringements.

Assessment at second attempt
During the second examination session the course is assessed 100% on the basis of a written resit exam.
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