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Transport is one of the European Union's foremost common policies. Since the Rome Treaty's entry into 
force in 1958, this policy has largely contributed to the free movement of people and goods throughout 
Europe.  

On the contrary, space has only been formally recognised an EU Policy in the Lisbon Treaty. This is a 
sign of an increasing role played by the European Union in this key sector for innovation, industry and 
Europe’s competitiveness.  

Transport, a relevant economic sector 

With more than 1.1 million companies and a turnover of € 1320 billion, the transport service sector 
contributed approximately 4.8% of EU GDP. In the same year it employed directly more than 11 million 
persons, which represent 5% of the total European workforce. This does not include the manufacturing 
of transport equipment, accounting for another 1.8% of EU gross value added and 1.4% of employment.  

Transport-related goods and services are the second biggest household budget item after house-related 
expenditure. A well-developed transport system is indeed necessary to service an economy that is 
particularly open to external trade. 

Many European companies are World’s leaders in transport services or manufacturing industries with 
import technology and innovation spill-overs for the entire economy.  

EU transport acquis 

The EU transport policy aims to set up favourable conditions for a competitive and sustainable transport 
sector, which increases mobility, contributes to growth and meets the economic, social and 
environmental needs of the society. It seeks to improve the functioning of the internal market by 
removing barriers to transport operations, while ensuring a sustainable development.  

On this basis, the EU has developed over the years a far reaching transport "acquis communautaire" 
(about 400 pieces of active legislation) for all transport modes i.e. road transport, railways, inland 
waterways, aviation, maritime transport and intermodal transport. As these transport modes have a 
cross-border dimension, it is natural to establish rules which promote transport systems at the EU level.  

The EU transport acquis includes market regulation, social, safety, security and environmental rules in 
the context of the internal transport market. It also contains provisions that promote transport research 
and innovation, the development of transport networks throughout Europe. Moreover, it deals with 
international transport relations, such as transport agreements between the EU and third countries. 



 

 

Transport policy priorities  

The current transport policy is being developed on the basis of the programme of the 2011 White Paper 
"Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area – Towards a competitive and resource efficient 
transport system". This strategy aims to create a Single European Transport Area which fosters the 
integration of the various transport modes, further develops innovation and transport infrastructure, as 
well as ensures the future sustainability of the transport system.  

Transport ranks high in the priorities of the new Commission led by President Juncker with particular 
focus on investment in transport infrastructure and the completion of the internal market. Over the last 
years, major progress has been achieved with regard to a truly European transport infrastructure. A new 
policy area has been opened with the Clean Power for Transport Directive. Passenger Rights have been 
completed across all modes. Safety across all modes has remained a top priority and the EU is the 
safest place to travel in the world. The perception has shifted from transport as a problem, a source of 
accidents, emissions and congestion, towards transport as backbone for the economy, an enabler for 
growth and jobs. 

More work is still on the EU agenda to achieve a true Single European Transport Area and to promote 
a sustainable and multimodal transport system.   

Creating a Single Market for Transport raises highly political issues: How to integrate national markets, 
dismantle cross-border barriers while at the same time ensuring proper economic regulation and a high 
level of safety across the modes? How to balance market opening with EU-wide rules in areas like 
working conditions, guaranteed rights for passengers across all forms of transport and social equality in 
conditions that ensure undistorted competition?  

The fight against climate change compels the transport sector to cut emissions by 60% by 2050. How 
to build a resource-efficient transport system in order to meet those goals? What policy mix to encourage 
innovation and more sustainable behaviours without curbing mobility?  

EU Space Policy  

The main aim of the EU’s space policy is to use space-related technology to tackle some of the most 
pressing challenges today, such as fighting climate change, helping to stimulate technological 
innovation, and providing socio-economic benefits to citizens.  

Between 2014 and 2020, over €12 billion will be spent on the implementation of the EU’s three space 
programmes: 

 Satellite navigation: the Galileo and EGNOS programmes which provide positioning, navigation, 
and timing information worldwide. 

 Earth observation: the Copernicus programme which provides Earth observation data and 
information. 

 Space research: part of the Horizon 2020 programme focuses specifically on space 
technologies, applications (e.g. GNSS and Earth observation), weather, sciences, exploration, 
and other space related topics. 

These programmes – and Galileo in particular – set Europe’s ambition to be active in this promising 
sector.  

Expectations are high in terms of job creation and industrial growth. The space sector provides over 320 
000 jobs in the EU from manufacturing to space operations and downstream services. It is worth about 
€52 billion to the EU economy. 



 

 

Furthermore, the EU space policy industry will help deal with a number of difficult challenges such as 
industrial competitiveness, research and innovation and security. It is expected to significantly contribute 
to the technological development of numerous sectors including transport and mobility.  

Methodology  

This workshop will provide a comprehensive overview of the legal framework applicable to transport and 
space in Europe. Students will become acquainted with the legal, political, economical and historical 
aspects of these EU policies.  

The workshop is intended to provide students with an understanding of the reasons why transport 
activities have progressively been regulated at the European level. Particular emphasis will be put on 
the achievement of the internal market in the field of transport. Students will also be introduced to the 
issues which affect the development of EU transport and space policies such as sustainable 
development and climate change, research and innovation or security and anti-terrorism.  

The workshop will be delivered in English in four sessions over two consecutive days. It will be organised 
around specific topics according to the attached outline. Each topic will be presented and discussed on 
the basis of a Power Presentation. Students will be invited to comment and participate to the discussion 
with reference to concrete examples.  

The workshop will have a strong professional focus with direct exchange with high-profile decision-
makers on transport and space dossiers. 
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Outline 

Saturday 26 October 2019 

1. Transport Policy in Context (60 min) 

 Historical background 

 Institutional setting 

 Policy framework and objectives  

2. Space Policy Context (1h30) 

 Historical background 

 Institutional setting 

 Policy framework and objectives  

 ESA/EU: competition or cooperation ?  

 International cooperation 

3. Main European Space Programmes (1h30 min) 

 Galileo  

 The Copernicus Programme 

 Space and Research 

Sunday 27 October 2019 

4. Creating a Single European Transport Area (1h30) 

 Opening transport service markets (aviation, shipping, railways, road, inland 
waterways) 

 Economic regulation of transport markets / public service obligations 

 Setting standards for integration 

5. Connect to Compete: Towards A European Infrastructure Policy (1h) 

 Transeuropean Network for Transport 

 Connecting Europe Facility and Investment Funds 

 Infrastructure charging 

 Innovation and digitalisation  

6. Transport for society (30 min) 

 Safety and security  

 Passengers’ rights and long-term social needs  

 Low emission mobility 

7. Dealing with Transport in a professional context (45 min) 

 People and processes  

 Transport stakeholders  

 Main  EU agenda for transport 


