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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 Students are able to explain and discuss the basic cultural, social, and political transformations in 
Southeastern Europe from 1800 to the present. 

 Students are able to explain the differences in religion and household structure in the region. 

 Students are able to articulate some of the main legacies of Ottoman and Habsburg rule in the 
region and causes of national revolts in the 19th century. 

 Students are able to explain the causes of World War I as they relate to the region, and the 
consequences of the war concerning economies, state-building, and minorities. 

 Students are able to discuss and debate the nature of the native fascist movements and civil wars in 
the region in the 1930s-40s. 

 Students are able to discuss and debate the different forms and policies of state socialism in 
Southeastern Europe between 1948-1989. 

 Students are able to explain a typology of cases for the revolutions/transitions that followed in 1989 
and after. 

 Students are able to analyse and evaluate critically how historians, publicists, and political actors 
created a self-definition of “Europe” that sometimes drew contrasts with “the Balkans,” “European 
Turkey,” and “Southeastern Europe,” and sometimes included these concepts. Students will 
therefore develop a broader understanding of the history of European construction. (Joint Learning 
Outcome A2). 

 Students develop the ability to gather and sift relevant primary and secondary sources relating to 
some of the aforementioned historical problems, to assess sceptically the reliability of the evidence 
and the plausibility of different historiographical narratives relating to these problems, and to arrive 
at their own reasoned interpretations of them (European History and Civilization Learning 
Outcome 4). 



 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

Students should do the reading for Session 1 before the first class.  

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

Short lecture following by discussion of concepts and issues led by students. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

1. Presentation: 15% (20-minute summary of main ideas/arguments in an assigned reading. The 
presentation must also include a hand-out for fellow students and two discussion questions which we will 
address. Presentations will be assigned before the first day. Presentations will be individual or group, 
depending on enrolment numbers. 

2. Essay: 35% (2000 words minimum, 2500 words maximum, including footnotes, excluding 
bibliography). Essay questions will be distributed during the course sessions. Due 9 March 2020. 

3. Final Written Exam: 50% (2-hour closed book exam, answering two essay questions based on a choice 
of questions. There is no page limit for the written exam.) 

 

Retake examinations, i.e. exams passed in the second examination session, will have the same format as 
those taken during the first exam session. The only exception concerns oral exams, which are replaced in 
the second exam session by written exams. When a student takes an examination during the second 
session, the final mark for the course is based solely on the result of the retake examination. No other 
element of evaluation which would have been taken into consideration in the calculation of the final 
mark during the first examination session will be considered in the second session. (art. 28 of the Specific 
Provisions). 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

This course provides a stimulating introduction to the history of the Balkan Peninsula since the 19th 

century. Topics include religions and household structures; 19th century national movements to achieve 

independence from the Ottoman and Habsburg Empires; the origins and course of World War I; fascism 

and genocide during World War II; and the implementation and effects of state socialism from 1945-

1989. It concludes with an introduction to four major types of post-socialist transformation: a “changing 

of the guard” in Bulgaria, a semi-peaceful transition in Albania, a violent revolution in Romania, and a 

series of civil wars in the former Yugoslavia. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Articles and chapters provided on the intranet; books from the Natolin Library. Photographs of material 

objects, architecture, and art shown in class. 

 


