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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

The ultimate goal of this course is to familiarize students with the dynamic world of energy that reacts in a very 

sensitive manner to global political and economic changes in order to adjust to new circumstances. The course aims 

to show three major challenges European energy diplomacy faces: 

1. For most part, EU is now alone in its climate-change effort. In vanguard, yet alone. Especially parting ways with 

the US (because they became energy independent once again) is a major challenge for Europe. 

2. Many of the EU’s neighbors rely heavily on income from export of oil/gas. Our stated policy is to get rid of oil 

and gas by mid-century. What are possible reactions from the likes of Algeria, Iraq, and Russia? There is now, 

thanks to Covid-19, a sort of “preview” of what might be coming: due to lowered energy consumption in the world 

the oil and gas prices crashed in spring (negative price for oil, -40 dollars per barrel, on April 20, 2020 – first time 

ever) and we see severe financial troubles in many oil and gas producers. 

3. The one we almost never mention: Europe is awfully rich continent. On a planet where 1.7 billion people do not 

have enough to eat is our big worry obesity and diabetes. We flush toilets with drinking water – try to say this 

sentence in India. All our policies, no matter how well intentioned, will be seen differently by non-Europeans. Get 

used to it. 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Becoming acquainted with different, often new, professional fields, facilitating students’ access to the constantly 

evolving job market. The field of energy is evolving faster in last 15 years than it was in previous 70 years. European 

Union has embarked in 2007 on ambitious mission to drastically cut its emissions; United States went from oil and 

gas importer in 2005 to major exporter. And then came Covid-19… Much of topics discussed in the class will be 

drastically different from previous year. We had in April 2020 for the first time negative price for oil; the whole 

2020 will be a year of decreased energy consumption, the first since WW2. 



 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

None. 

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

Lecture with discussion. 

 

The College of Europe reserves the right to change the delivery and assessment of the course in case of 

circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the College (force majeure). Any communication from the campus 

administration in this regard takes precedence over the information provided in this ECTS card. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

Not applicable. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Implications of Europe’s dependency on imports of energy sources (especially compared to newly “energy 

independent” USA). 

If/when we succeed in replacing oil and gas with other sources, what happens to the countries now exporting 

oil/gas? Are Europeans prepared for a true arc of instability on its Eastern, South-Eastern and Southern rims? 

How can we explain our energy and environmental goals to countries without enough drinking water, let alone 

electricity? 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Delivered at lectures. 

 

 


