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1. COURSE OBJECTIVE 
This seminar will equip students with a thorough knowledge and a deeper understanding of the 
EU’s Eastern Partnership (EaP). The overarching objective is that students acquire the ability to 
critically assess the EaP in its wider context, by learning to understand and explain the EaP as a 
phenomenon or symptom of broader historical, political and social processes. 
 
2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
On completion of the course, students will be expected to: 

• have acquired a thorough knowledge of the history of EU relations with the EaP countries, the 
contents and goals of the EaP, the legal base of the policy and key decision-making processes; 

• have acquired the ability to critically assess the impact of the EaP in a variety of  policy areas in 
each of the six EaP countries (policy analysis/ impact assessment); 

• have developed a deeper understanding of the EaP as a phenomenon or symptom of broader 
historical, political and social processes; 

• have acquired the awareness of and ability to critically evaluate competing historiographies and 
constructions of national identity in the EaP countries, including the influence of ‘Western’ and 
Russian ‘soft power’ on public opinion; 

• have enhanced their ability to critically assess conflicting accounts of and explanations for the 
Ukraine conflict; 

• have further developed the competence to distinguish and apply contenting theories of 
European integration and international relations, as well as democratization/ Europeanization 
and European public policy to analyse the EaP in context; 

• have acquired and/or further developed their generic skills: trained how to write and present a 
policy report; trained how to make a short documentary and present complex political realities 
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in a neutral and accessible manner; further developed their diplomatic skills by engaging in 
discussions on politically controversial and sensitive issues. 

 
3. COURSE CONTENTS  
The course will be divided in 4 sessions, each one made of two lectures of approximately 3 hours: 

• The EaP in its historical context: Drivers, domestic pressures and international relations 
• The first lecture focuses on the relations between the EU and the countries in Eastern 

Europe since the end of the Cold War. 
• The second lecture examines the development of the European Neighbourhood Policy 

and the Eastern Partnership. 
 

• The EaP policy: Goals, instruments and impact 
• The first lecture introduces the legal bases of the EaP and its instruments, including formal 

and informal policy  formulation and decision-making procedures. 
• The second lecture provides a detailed overview of theoretical frameworks and key  

concepts which have been developed to assess and explain the impact of the EaP policy.# 
 

• The peoples in the EaP countries: Identity, nationhood and the influence of ‘Western’ and 
Russian ‘soft power’ 
• The first lecture focuses on the historiographies of the EaP countries and examines past 

and ongoing nation-building processes. 
• The second lecture assesses the EU’s and Russia’s cultural diplomacy efforts in the EaP 

countries. 
 

• The conflict in Ukraine: Regional power politics and its consequences 
• The first lecture introduces the Ukraine conflict and discusses the situation of the people in 

the war-ridden territories of Ukraine, and the scale of the humanitarian emergency on the 
ground. 

• The second lecture places the Ukraine crisis and its competing 'truths' into the context of 
regional power politics: How can we explain the origins and escalation of the crisis and who 
bears responsibility for the conflict and its victims? 

 
4. TEACHING METHOD(S)  
Lectures, discussions, workshop, expert round tables, students’ exercises and presentations.  
 
5. COURSE MATERIAL  
Compulsory readings and hand-out of the professor’s lectures.  

Compulsory readings 
 

1. The EaP in its historical context: Drivers, domestic pressures and international 
relations 

 
• Joanna Kaminska, Chapter 4: Shifting EU Policy Eastward?, in J. Kaminska, Poland and 

EU Enlargement, New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2004, pp. 141-186. 
• Giselle Bosse, ‘Values in the EU's Neighbourhood Policy: Political Rhetoric or Reflection 

of a Coherent Policy?’, European Political Economy Review, no. 7, 2007, pp. 38-62. 
 

http://aei.pitt.edu/8360/1/bosse.pdf
http://aei.pitt.edu/8360/1/bosse.pdf
http://aei.pitt.edu/8360/1/bosse.pdf
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2. The EaP policy: Goals, instruments and impact 
 

• Sandra Lavenex and Frank Schimmelfennig, ‘EU rules beyond EU borders: theorizing 
external governance in European politics’, Journal of European Public Policy, vol. 16, no. 
6, 2009, pp. 791- 812. 

• Laure Delcour, ‘The institutional functioning of the Eastern Partnership: an early 
assessment’, Eastern Partnership Review, no.1, 2011. 
 

3a. The peoples in the EaP countries: Identity, nationhood and the influence of ‘Western’ 
and Russian ‘soft power’ 

 
• Taras Kuzio, ‘History, memory and nation building in the post-Soviet colonial space’, 

Nationalities Papers: The Journal of Nationalism and Ethnicity, vol. 30, no. 2, 2002, pp. 
241- 264. 

• Antoaneta Dimitrova et al., ‘The elements of Russia’s Soft Power: Channels, Tools, and 
Actors Promoting Russian Influence in the Eastern Partnership Countries’, EU-STRAT 
Working Paper, no. 4, 2007. 

 
3b. The conflict in Ukraine: Regional power politics and its consequences 

 
• John J. Mearsheimer, ‘Why the Ukraine Crisis Is the West’s Fault’, Foreign Affairs, vol. 

93, no. 5, 2014, pp. 77-89. 
• John Ikenberry, ‘The Illusion of Geopolitics: The Enduring Power of the Liberal Order’, 

Foreign Affairs, vol. 93, no. 5, 2014, pp. 80-90.  
 
6. EVALUATION  
 

• Individual country report (written & presentation): Assessing the impact of the EaP 
policy (10%); 

 
• Group presentation: Recorded documentary on the Ukraine conflict (15%); 

 
• Individual assignment: Policy report (25%); 

 
• Oral exam in English (50%) 

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13501760903087696#.VEdlwBbMCK4
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13501760903087696#.VEdlwBbMCK4
http://eceap.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Review_No11.pdf
http://eceap.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Review_No11.pdf
http://eceap.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Review_No11.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00905990220140649#.VEej9xbMCK4
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00905990220140649#.VEej9xbMCK4
http://eu-strat.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Working-paper-no.4-D5.3-Final_v3.pdf
http://eu-strat.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Working-paper-no.4-D5.3-Final_v3.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.org/articles/russia-fsu/2014-08-18/why-ukraine-crisis-west-s-fault
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