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1. COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 

At the end of this course, the student will be able to: 

 describe the economic foundations of tax design and the economic effects of taxation; 

 explain tax strategy of multinational companies operating in the EU; 

 assess national and international (mainly EU but also OECD) tax policies. 

 
 

2. COURSE CONTENTS  
 

On completion of the course, the student will be able to understand the economic impacts on 

government revenue, social welfare and business strategy of policy choices regarding the design 

of the tax system, and to actively contribute to economic and social debates on the design and use 

of tax instruments.  

 

Especially he/she will be able to analyse the trade-off relation between efficiency and equity in tax 

matters, to assess various aspects of the tax system of a particular country with respect to the size 

and financing of investment; and to critically review the existing international taxation framework 

and its debated  issues, like the new EU directives or proposals of directives for corporate taxation 

(see the CC(C)TB or Common Corporate (Consolidated) Tax Base), the discussions as to information 

exchange for the taxation of savings income within the EU and  at a wider scale (including the US 

Fatca), and the G20/OECD BEPS (an acronym for Base Erosion and Profit Shifting). 
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Outline 
 

 Fundamental theory of tax policy and applications 

 Taxation of national companies 

 Taxation of multinational companies 

  Taxation of saving income and some additional topics, including taxation of financial 
institutions 

 Labor, consumption and environment related taxation, and topics introduced by students 
 
 
 
3. TEACHING METHOD  
 
 

Contact hours: 30h.  
 
Students are expected to participate actively in the course, express their views and discuss 
controversial issues. Prior reading of the material is required. Students will also have to write a short 
paper, to present it orally and to discuss a paper presented by a colleague. 
 

 
4. COURSE MATERIAL  

 
The following documents will be available on the course website: 
 

 The slides used by the professor to present the different chapters of the course (available in 
advance); 

 The following key texts for the 2016-2017 lectures:  
o “Study on Structures of Aggressive Tax Planning and Indicators, Final Report”, Taxation 

Papers 61, European Commission, Brussels, 2015 
o “A Fair and Efficient Corporate Tax System in the European Union: 5 Key Areas for 

Action”, Communication of the European Commission to the European Parliament and 
the Council”, COM(2015) 302 Final, European Commission, Brussels, 2015  

o “Measuring and Monitoring BEPS, Action 11 - 2015 Final Report”, OECD/G20 Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting Project, OECD, Paris, 2015  

o “Patent Boxes Design, Patents Location and Local R&D”, Taxation Papers 57, European 
Commission, Brussels, 2015 

 The full text of Chapter 1 (in French): 
o Gérard, M., 2007, “Introduction économique à l’étude des impôts”, also published as 

chapter 3 of A. Decoster and C. Valenduc (eds.), 2011, L’impôt et la politique fiscale en 
Belgique, Presses of the Université de Bruxelles for the Belgian Institute of Public 
Finance, 57-90 (also available in Dutch) 

     
NB. See the course outline for more information and references. 
 
 
5. EVALUATION  
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 Written exam at the end of the course: It counts for 70% of the grade. It is a closed-book exam. 
It will consist of three questions, one of which is announced in advance. More specifically: 

1) "translate the tax system of your (or another) country in the terms and formula of the 
course" (announced question, 20%); 

2) one question on the theory (25%); 

3) one question on a policy issue (25%). 
 

 Term paper and presentation and discussion of a fellow student paper: 30% of the grade. In 
2016-2017, the term papers will be anchored on recent issues and advances in EU and 
international taxation.  


