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1. COURSE OBJECTIVES  

 
At the end of the course, the student will possess the requisite knowledge and skills to deal with 
law and legal materials, to facilitate interaction with lawyers and make it fruitful. Furthermore, the 
student will be able to identify the relevant concepts and issues arising in the course of legal 
debates, such as the enactment of legislation or the decision of individual cases. The more general 
legal context will be the background of the course but there will be a special focus on the European 
Union legal framework. 

 
 

2. COURSE CONTENTS  
 
• What is it that lawyers do? – A brief introduction to legal theory and legal science 

o Reality, law and legal science 
o Formal and substantive justice 
o Relationship with the outside: positivism vs. “Law+” theories, and their consequences for methodology 

• The sources of law 
• Working with legal materials 
• The life of the law in practice and the underlying principles of the Legal System 

o Procedure 
o The foundations 
o The players: the advocate and the judge 
o The EU context: the role of the European Court of Justice and its recent developments. 
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• The “foundational myths” of law 
o The use of concepts and the importance of language 
o Key features of EU law  

 
 
3. TEACHING METHOD  
 
Contact hours: 10h.  

The course will be taught in the form of a seminar.  
The tutor has considerable experience of working with economists, in academic and practical 
settings. This seminar is based on what the tutor has experienced to be the most recurring 
difficulties and challenges faced by economists when working with lawyers and vice versa. The law 
shall be presented in a realistic way, touching on some of the more controversial issues as well. 
 

 
4. FURTHER DETAILS ON THE TEACHING METHOD 
 
To benefit fully from the course, it is important to study the materials beforehand. 
 

 
5. COURSE MATERIAL  

 
Indicative reading list: 
• L. Fuller, "The Case of the Speluncean Explorers" (1949) 62 Harvard L Review. 
• M.D. Bayles, Principles of Law, A Normative Analysis (D. Reidel Publishing, 1987). 
• C. Thomasset, La Lecture des textes juridiques, Collection Droit et Société: Lire le droit. Langue, 

texte, cognition (Paris: CNRS, 1992). 
• Selected case law of the Court of Justice of the European Union (see course outline). 
 
See the course outline for a detailed list of readings required for each topic. 
 
 
6. EVALUATION  

 
The course will be evaluated with an open-book written exam. Students are allowed to bring hard 
copies of any materials they wish into the examination room. No electronic devices are authorized. 
Students may also bring dictionaries.  

The allocated time for the exam will be three hours. The exam will consist of three questions, 
including one case comment. Students must answer all the questions. The grade for the exam 
constitutes 100% of the course mark. 
 


