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This long-awaited book includes:
• A comprehensive overview of EU External Action Studies,
compiling the major concepts, approaches and theories in
this field
• Easy accessible content for students: each chapter
presents a concept, approach or theory, applies it to an
illustrative case study, and discusses the key findings that
are then summarized in a box at the end of the chapter
• Conceptualizations of the EU as a global actor,
approaches analysing the processes and impact of EU
external action or drawing on IR and integration theories
• A range of critical approaches, including those that reflect
discursive, normative, practice and gender ‘turns’ or avoid
a Eurocentric focus
• Contributions equally of interest for students, scholars and
practitioners by advancing theory-informed research and
discussing its practical implications

Gstöhl and Schunz have assembled a fabulous group of contributors to assess, consolidate and take forward
the study of European Union external action. They illustrate the richness of new conceptualisations and
theorising about EU external action, and argue for a more systematic combination of various approaches, as
well as the exportation of these concepts and approaches to the wider disciplines of International Relations
and EU Studies.

— Karen E. Smith, London School of Economics, UK
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