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Mr Olivier COSTA is the Director of the Department of
European Political and Governance Studies at the College of
Europe (Bruges, Belgium). He is also Research Professor at
the CNRS (Centre national de la recherche scientifique),
Sciences Po Bordeaux (Bordeaux, France). He is co-director of
the Jean Monnet European Centre of Excellence of Aquitaine.

He is Associate Editor of the Journal of European Integration
and member of the editorial board of the Journal of Legislative
Studies and the RISP: Italian Political Science Review. His
research and teaching deal with the European Parliament and
the EU policy making, as well as with legislative studies.

Mr Stephan LAUPER is the Second Deputy Head of the
Mission of Switzerland to the EU. He holds a Master’'s in
International Relations from the Graduate Institute of
International and Development Studies, Geneva. From 2002 to
2006 he worked at the State Secretariat of Economic Affairs
(EU trade affairs); since 2006, he worked at the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs in various postings: 2006-2007
Embassy of Switzerland in Jakarta, Indonesia, Diplomatic
Training; 2007-2011 Embassy of Switzerland in Hanoi,
Vietnam, Deputy Head of Mission and Head of Trade and
Economic Affairs; 2011-2015 Embassy of Switzerland in
London, UK, Counsellor (Political and Legal Affairs). In 2015
and until 2018 Mr Lauper joined the Swiss Directorate for European Affairs, as Head of Politics
and Institutions, Switzerland. Since September 2018, Mr Lauper works for the Mission of
Switzerland to the European Union, as Minister (Political coordination, Justice and Home
Affairs).
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Mr Boris ZURCHER, Dr. rer. pol., has been the Head of the
Swiss Labour Directorate since 1 August 2013. Previously he
was Chief Economist and Director of BAK Basel Economics
AG, Basel. From 2007 to 2012 he was Chief Economist and
Deputy Director at Avenir Suisse, a Think Tank for Economic
and Social Issues, Zurich. From 2002 to 2007, Mr ZURCHER
was economic policy consultant to Federal Councillors Pascal
Couchepin, Joseph Deiss and Doris Leuthard in the Federal
Department of Economic Affairs. From 1999 to 2002 he was
the Head of the Labour Market Policy Division in the SECO.
After completing an apprenticeship as a technical
draughtsman, he studied for a university entrance
examination through evening classes in parallel with work. He then took economics and
sociology at the University of Berne, where he has been lecturer since 2003.

Mr Jesus BALLESTEROS is the Director of the College of
Europe Development Office. He joined the College in 2004
and has more than ten years of professional experience in
business development, project design and management of
applied research and service contracts. Mr BALLESTEROS is
currently responsible for the coordination and the
implementation of tailor-made training programmes for
foreign, national and regional government officials and
diplomats, as well as service contracts for the EU institutions,
in particular for providing research and technical assistance in
different EU policies. He has also extensive experience in
Wl event management, training and adult education in the field of
EU affalrs in partlcular in Tralnlng of Trainers (ToT), EU negotiations and the EU decision
making processes. He holds a degree in Spanish Law and Postgraduate degrees (LLM) in
European Union Law and in External Trade and Commercial Policy, as well as a Postgraduate
Diploma in EU and British Law from the University of Bristol (UK).

Ms Kata TUTTO is an economist and a Hungarian politician.
She is currently local councillor at Budapest district XII. For 12
years she has been elected member of the City Assembly of
Budapest, and is former chair of the Financial and Public
Procurement Commission. Moreover, she is board member of
the Budapest Transport Company (BKV) and alternate
member of the European Committee of the Regions, working
in the Commission for the Environment, Climate change and
Energy. She was also rapporteur of the Opinion on the Future
of the Covenant of Mayors and Waste to Energy in the circular
Economy. She is member of the National Presidium of the
Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP).
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Mr Federico PANCALDI is policy officer at the European
Commission's DG Employment and Social Affairs. He holds a
PhD in political science with a specialisation on comparative
labour and social policy. He currently deals with the proposal
on a European Labour Authority. Previously, he has worked on
the revision of the Posting of Workers Directive and on the
analysis of labour law reforms in Europe in the context of the
European Semester.

Ms Liina CARR was elected Confederal Secretary of the ETUC
at its Paris Congress in October 2015. Before joining the ETUC
leadership team — an organization representing at European
Union level 45 million members of 89 trade union organizations
in 39 European countries — Ms CARR was International
Secretary of the Confederation of Estonian Trade Unions
(EAKL) for over 10 years. She has a Master’s degree in Law,
has studied and worked in the UK as well as in Estonia, and
has been a member of the European Economic and Social
Committee (EESC) since 2004 where one of her main areas of
work was the cooperation in the EEA. She has worked in the
academic, NGO and private sectors. As such, she has been

leading trade union efforts to influence a number of key European Union decisions including
on the EU-Canada Trade Agreement (CETA), the revision of the Directive on Posted Workers,
the EU’s response to the refugee crisis and the developments in the area of free movement of
workers, the implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and currently the
proposed European Labour Authority.
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