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The Union is founded on the values of 
respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law 
and respect for human rights, 
including the rights of persons 
belonging to minorities. These values 
are common to the Member States in 
a society in which pluralism, non-
discrimination, tolerance, justice, 
solidarity and equality between 
women and men prevail. 

Article 2
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The political body, therefore,
is also a moral being has a will;

and this general
will, which tends always to

the preservation and 
well-being of the whole
and of each part of it …

Is, for all members
of the state … 

the rule of what is just or unjust. 

… The general will is
always right.

– Jean-Jacques Rousseau
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Being democratic is 
not enough; a majority 

cannot turn what is wrong
into right.

In order to be considered
truly free, countries

must also have a
deep love of liberty and

respect for the Rule of Law 
- Margaret Thatcher
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SEE FOR YOURSELF. IS IT NOT OBVIOUS
THAT THEY ARE “DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS WHICH
ENJOY  THE CONFIDENCE OF THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY 
OF THE PEOPLE IN THESE COUNTRIES”? 



There will be no peace in 
Europe if the States rebuild 
themselves on the basis of 

national sovereignty, with its 
implications of prestige politics 
and economic protection…. The 

countries of Europe are not 
strong enough individually to 

be able to guarantee prosperity 
and social development for 
their peoples. The States of 

Europe must therefore form a 
federation or a European entity 

that would make them into a 
common economic unit.

- Jean Monnet
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“As auditors of the Union, our job is to protect 

the European taxpayer’s money. We welcome 

the aim of the proposal, because we need a 

mechanism to protect the EU Budget against 

such contingencies.                         

But it needs to be improved, under the 

circumstances, it is all the more important that 

there are clear and specific criteria to base these 

measures on.”

Annemie 
Turtelboom,

Member of the 
European Court 
of Auditors
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MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSNDING
BETWEEN

THE EUROPEAN COURT 

OF AUDITORS AND
THE COLLEGE OF 

EUROPE, BRUGES





Contact details

Annemie Turtelboom

Member

Annemie.Turtelboom@eca.europa.eu

Want to know more about our work:

Visit our website: eca.europa.eu

Follow us on Twitter @EUAuditors

Check our page on LinkedIn and Facebook 

Watch our videos on YouTube: 

EUAuditorsECA

Contact us at: ECA-info@eca.europa.eu

eca.europa.eu

