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LLlaHOBHI BMKNaAaaul, 4Opori rocTi Ta BI/II'IyCKHI/IKI/I!

MeHe 3BaTn borgaHa KygpsiBueBa. A npuixana croan 3 YKpaiHu, wo6b 6ytm nopydy 3
CBOE JOHBKOK B OAUH 13 HAVWBaX/MBILWWX AHIB TI XXUTTS - A€Hb, 40 AKOro BCI BN VLN 3
BE/IMKOIO MnpaLiero, TepriHHAM | BIpoto B cebe. I Le aeHb, AKNW Ha3aBXAW 3a/NLWLNTLCS
0CO6AMBUM AN BCIX HAC.

Ana MeHe Benvika pafICTb | BeAVKa 4YecTb CbOrogHi 6ytm TyT, y bprorre, cepeg
HalViTanaHOBUTILLINX MONOANX NHOAEN, AKI BXe 30BCIM CKOPO CBOIMU 3HAHHAMU, 14eAMU
Ta pILWeHHAMU dopMyBaTUMYTb MabyTHE EBPONWA | CBITY.

Ik MaMa, 1 CbOroAHI XBUOKCA MO-0C06/MBOMY. I BNEBHEHA, LLO KOXeH 13 6aTbKIB
BIAYYBAE Te CaMe - TUXY FopAICTb 3a CBOK AUTUHY, BAAYHICTb | LLACTHA, KOAK 6aunl, K
BOHAa AOXOAUTb 0 CBOTO pe3ynbTaTy, 40 CBOrO «si 3MOr/ia.

OCTaHHI poKK 6y HENPOCTUMU A5t BCIX HAc. [ns yKpaiHLIB - Le POKN HAAMOACHKMX
BUNPOBYBaHb, HEMMOBIPHOro 60/10 | BOAHOYAC BHYTPILWLHLOI CUAW, AKY IHOAI HaBITb
BaXKKO MOSICHUTN cioBaMU. bo BIHA - Lie He nnLle HOBMHU UK 3arofioBku. Lle XXunTTs, sike
MW XXMBEMO OCTaHHI 4 POKMU.

3 nepLInx AHIB BIMHW Halla CIM'A ONHWAACs B okynauji B foctomeni. 16 cTpalwHmX AHIB |
Houeli. MOCTINHI pakeTHI O6CTPINV | POCIACLKI TAHKW Ha NoABIPT foMy. OaHOro AHs JTiHa
nigIALWNa 4o MeHe | cnuTtana: «Mama, M TyT yCI 3arMHEMO?»

PoCIlicbKI BIAICBKOBI 3HULLYBaNN BCe Ha CBOEMY LUAsAXY. [BanTyBanu XIHOK. MpabyBanu
6yanHKN. PoscTpiuitoBann MicueBux xutenis. I ue Bce B 21-My cTopiydl. Lle Baxko
ySABUTW, aNe e cTpallHa npaBaa.

XUTTA B pOCINCLKIA OKYNnaLll, HANCTPaLUHILLE, WO MOXe CTaTUCA 3 XMBO JIIAVHOL0. 3a
MIcAUb okynauli Kuiscekoi o6nacti pocisHmn B6uanm 1500 ntogei.

Ham Baanocsa Bumixatn 11 6epesHa nig obCcTpiiamMm, NPODKAXKAKUYM MOB3 PO3CTPIIAHI
MaLUVHW 3 BBUTUMU NtogbMu. Lle He MoxHa 3abyTu.

3apa3 Ha OKynoBaHWX PoCISHaMU TepuUTopIaxX BIAOYBAETbCA KaTacTpoda ANs MICLEBUX
MeLlKaHUIB. KaTyBaHHS, ronog, 6e33akoHHSA, pyiHM Ta cMepTb. LI nwoamn He MOXYTb
BUIXaTU | HE MOXYTb XUTW.
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Pocia Tepopu3ye BCI MICTa | cena YkpalHn. HaBITb, B HIY, nepej MoiM BUI340M Ao bprorre,
poCIsi HAHeC/1a YeproBUin pakeTHUM 06cTpin No Knesy.

70 paker, 61nbL HX 700 APOHIB NETIAN HA YOTUPUMIJIBAOHHE MICTO.

Tncayl nogen 3 AITbMU | TBAPUHAMUN MPOBOAATL HOUI B METPO | bomMb0CxoBMLLAX. B Lo
HIY B KBapTUPY MOEI NOAPYrY MOUIIMB Laxes | reTb 3HULLUB 1. 3apa3 BOHa Yy BaXXKOMy
CTaHI B JIIKapHI.

I Takl 06CTPIIN BIAOYBAKOTLCS LLLOTUXKHSI.

KnagoBuila B KOXXHOMY YKPAIHCbKOMY MICTI CBIAYaTb MPO CTPALUHUA MacwTab Hawmx
BTpaT. Tncaul 3armbamx monogmx ob6aumy Ha dotorpadisax.

PocCIitH/ 3HULLYIOTE HaLle XUTTA, Halll AoMa, UKoAY, Xpamu, mianpremctaa 3 2014 poky.
MiNbOHN NroAein ABIYI NOYNHANW CBOE XUTTA 3 Hyns, B 2014 poul Tikanu 3 JoHelbKol
Ta JlyraHCbKOi obnacTteit, 0ocennBLUMCE B IHLWNX MICTax YKpaiHW. Ane B 22-my poLl BIMHA
HasgorHana ix | Tam. I BoHn BUMyLLIEH! Bynn LWyKaTy NOPATYHKY B EBpOnI.

CbOroZH! Ans MINIbAOHIB YKPAiHLIB CTano HOPMOK Te, O He MOBMHHO 6YyTN HOPMOK
HIAE. /laratoum cnaty BBeYepl, AN He MOXYTb 6YTV BNEBHEHVMU, AKUM b6yje paHOK. I
LLe XXUTTH, Y AKOMY XMBYTb HaLUl APY3l, HaLUI CYCIAW, HaLl POAVIHW.

A ayxe pobpe nam’aAtaro, ik CKIagHO 6yno MOIW AOHbLI BUUTUCA TYT, y 6e3neyHomy
cepefoBULLI, 3HAKOUW, B IKMX YMOBAaX XuBe 1l pogrHa BgOMa. BoHa NOCTIMHO cTexuna 3a
HOBVHaMW, 3@ NOBIOMJEHHAMW NPO TPUBOMW, 3@ TUM, LLO BIAOYBAETLCA B YKpaiHI. I
KOXeH [A3BIHOK AoAoMYy 6yB He MNpOCTO PO3MOBOK - Le 6yB MOMEHT, KO/AX BOHA
Hamaranacs 3p0o3yMITH, YN MV MEPEXNIN YEeProBY HIY, Y BCI MU XUBI.

KoXXHOro paHky nicns o6¢cTpinis, M1 063BOHKOEMO BCIX PIAHUX | APY3IB, UM BCe J06pe, un
noTpI6Ha gonomora. Y 6aratbox I3 HUX MOLUKOAKEeHe MawHO, 3pyMHOBaHI OYANHKMW.
AexTto BTpaTnB 6ykBanbHO BCE.

Takl 06CTaBMHW 3MIHIOWOTbL NHOAMHY. BOHW BYaTb He cnpuiiMaTh ik HanexHe Te, Lo
paHiLle 34aBanocs 3BMYANHVM: CBITNO | TEMJI0 BAOMA, CMOKIAHY HIY, MOX/IMBICTb MPOCTO
MOroBOPUTW 3 TUMW, KOTO NIFO6ULLI.

Ane Hanbinbll Bpaxawumm € IHwe. onpu BCce ue, yKpPaiHLl MPOAOBXYHTb XUTW.
3paHKy WMAyTb Ha poboTy, HaB4YalTb AITEN, BIAKPIBAKOTE 6I3HeCK, 3aliMatoTbCA
MUCTELTBOM, CTaBAATb BMUCTaBW, 6yaywTb | BIAOYAOBYHOTb MICTAa. A TONOBHe -
NIKNYIOTbCA OAWH MPO OAHOMO | NIATPUMYIOTb HaBITb TOAI, KOAW CaMUM Baxko. I He
BTPayaroTb 34aTHOCTI MPISATU | 6BOPOTUCS.

Lle 1 € ronoBHa cuna - He NydyHa, HE NOKa30Ba, a AyXeE MNpocTa: 3aaniatTnca NKa4nHOH,
KOJIN CBIT HAaBKOJ10 CTa€ HAaATO XXOPCTOKUM.

I, MOXNMBO, CaMe TOMY Lel AeHb AN MeHe Takuii 0CoObnBUIA.
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S BNepLue 3a 4OTUPU POKM NepebyBato B KPaiHI, Ae HEMAE CUpPeH, BUOYXIB | MOCTIVHOIO
BIAYYTTS Hebe3nekun. [le MOXHa BUCNATUCA BHOYIL I Uua TMwa OAHOYACHO 3aCMOKOHE |
Ay>Ke rocTpo Harajye, HackIibkM BOHa LIHHA. I came ToMy YkpaiHa 6opeTbCs He nnLle 3a
TepuTopito. Mn 6opemMocs 3a NpaBo MPOKMAATUCA BpPaHLI | NUCaTN «A06pOro paHkKy»
CBOIM AITAM 6e3 cTpaxy. 3a Npaso MNJiaHyBaTU ManbyTHE. 3a NMPaBo MPOCTO XUTW.

I came TOMy YKpaiHa 6opeTbCa He nuwe 3a TepuTopito. MU 6opemocs 3a npaso
NPOKUAATUCA BPaHLI | NUCATU «406pPOro paHKy» CBOIM AITAM 6e3 cTpaxy. 3a npaso
naaHyBaTV MarbyTHE. 3a NPaBO NPOCTO XUTMW.

AK rpomMagaHka YKpaiHn, A AyXe JITKO BlAYyBalo, HACKIIbKM BaX/IMBOK ANA HacC €
€Bpona. He nuwe Ak nMiATPUMKA Yy HaMBaXxudl MOMEHTU, @ SIK CMIJIbHOTa LIHHOCTEN -
cBob6oaM, NHOACBKOI MNAHOCTI, AeMOKpaTIi, NpaBa | NoBaru A0 JAVHN.

[ 9 xo4y BUCNOBUTU LUMPY BASAYHICTb YCIM €BPOMNENCbKMM KpaiHaM, TXHIM figepam |
NoAAM. 3a A0MoMOry. 3a CONIAAPHICTb. 3a Te, O MU He BIAYYBAEMO cebe MOKNHYTUMMN.

BogHouac YKpaiHa CbOroHI TeX € 4acTUHOK €BPOMENCHLKOI ICTopIl. M € WoAeHHUM
NPUKAAAOM TOrO, WO cBOBOOAA - He rapaHTId. [l noTpIGHO 3axmwaTn.

LLlo Mnp - Le He LWocCb AaHe pas | Ha3aBxXxau. I wo nacbka MAHICTb MaEe LHY, Ky
NOTPIGHO BIACTOOBATW.

Tomy Ana mMeHe 0OCO6AMBO BaX/IMBO, WO LeW HaB4yanbHUW piIK Yy Konegxi €sponn

NpoxoAmMB Mif 3HakoM nam'att BikTopli AMenIHOl - YKpaiHCbKOl MUCbMEHHMLY,
NpaBoO3axmMcHULI Ta Matepl. XUTTA AKOI TpariyHO 061pBanoOCA BHACNILOK ByYaHHS
pocincbkoi pakeT B KpamaTtopcbky, ane ii ronoc, 1i npasga | 1i BIpa B Jo4en

3aIMWnUAnNCA. I CbOroAHI BOHW MPOAOBXYHOTb XUTW TYyT - cepes MONOAUX NHOAEN, AKI
BUaTbCA OyAyBaTW CBIT Ha OCHOBI CBOB6OAW, NpasBAn | MAHOCTI. [ISkyto BaMm, WO BU He
3abyBaETe IMeHa HaluMx repois, B YKPAiHI iX COTHI TUCAY XMBUX | MEPTBUX. 3aBASAKN iM
MU TPUMAEMOCS Ta MPOLOBXYEMO 60POTLOY 3a XUTTS.

Jopori BUNYCKHUKN, MU AyXe BaMW NUaemMocs. bo uen gunaom - ue He auvwe npo
3HaHH4A. Lle npo cuny xapakTtepy. po 34aTHICTL He 3gaBaTucs. Mpo BIpy B cebe | B
nroaen HaBKoO.

A wmpo BasYHa Konegxy €Bponu 3a Te, WO TyT LIHYHOTb He AuLle IHTenekT, a I
NMOASAHICTb. 3a Te, WO BYaTb CAyXaTW, PO3YMITK | MOBaXaTu OAMH OAHOro. S AsiKyro
BMKNajadyaM Ta nepcoHany Koneaxy 3a npodecioHanism, MyApiCTb | Te, WO BOHU
HaAMXalTb MONOAb MUCIUTU TAN6GLLE, AISTU BIANOBIAA/IBHO Ta 3a/MLLATUCA YBaXKHUMM
OZHe A0 OZHOrO.

CbOrogHI 9 AMBAKOCA Ha BCIX BacC | 6a4y NOKOIHHSA, siIke CnpaBjl MOXe 3MIHUTW CBIT.
3po6buTK NOro 61AbLL CripaBeAnVBUM, 6IbLL AOAAHUM | B11bLL MUPHUM.

1 6axkato BaM He numwe ycnixy. 8 6axaro BaM 3anvwatnca nwgbMun. 36epiratm B cobl
CNIBYYTTS, HaAIH0, Nt060B | BHYTPILLHIO MAHICTb.
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BiTalo Bac 13 BUNYCKOM.
[ AKLWL0 9 MOXY 3anMWnNTV BaM O4HY AYMKY - Hexal BOHa byje Takoto:
«Mwup 1 cBo60Aa - Le He GOH XUTTSA. Lle rioro HaMBULLA LIIHHICTb
I xouy Bac 3aBIpUTK, WO YKPaiHa HIKONW He CKOPUTLCS!
YKpaiHa 060B'A3KOBO nepemoxe Yy Ly BIVHI!
YKpaiHul - Hauls, wo binblue 3a BCe LiIHYE cBoboAY, CBOKO 3eMJIK0 | CBOIX AiTen!

BiTato Bac, gopori aitm!l Hexain y Balwomy XUTTI 3aBXAW byae Micue ANns Mupy, cBob6oau,
NO60BI | NIOAAHOCTI.

[sKyto BaMm BCIM 3a yBary!

Cnaa YkpaiHi!
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Dear professors, guests, and graduates!

My name is Bohdana Kudryavtseva. | have travelled here from Ukraine to stand beside
my daughter on one of the most important days of her life - a day you all reached
through immense hard work, patience, and self-belief. This is a day that will forever
remain sacred to all of us. |

t is a great joy and a profound honour for me to be here in Bruges today, among the
most talented young people who will very soon shape the future of Europe and the
world with their knowledge, ideas, and decisions.

As a mother, | feel a very unique flutter of emotion today. And | am certain that every
parent here is feeling the same - a quiet pride in their child, a sense of gratitude, and
pure happiness to see them reach their milestone, to see their own "l did it

The past few years have been difficult for us all. For Ukrainians, these have been years
of superhuman trials, of unimaginable pain, and yet, of an inner strength that is
sometimes hard to put into words.

Because war is not just news or headlines. It is the life we have been living for the last
four years.

From the very first days of the war, our family found itself under occupation in
Hostomel, Kyiv region. Sixteen terrifying days and nights. Constant missile strikes and
Russian tanks in our backyard. One day, Lina came up to me and asked, "Mom, are we
all going to die here?"

Russian military was destroying everything on its way. They raped women. They
looted homes. They executed local residents. All of this in the 21st century. It is hard to
comprehend, but it is true. Living under Russian occupation is one of the most
terrifying things that can happen to a human being. During the single month of
occupation in the Kyiv region, Russians killed 1,500 people.

We managed to escape on March 11 under heavy shelling, driving past shot-up cars
filled with dead people. This is something you can never forget.

Right now, a catastrophe is unfolding for locals in the Russian-occupied territories.
Torture, starvation, complete lawlessness, ruins, and death.
6
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These people cannot escape, and they cannot live their lives.

Russia is terrorizing every city and village in Ukraine. Even on the night before my
departure for Bruges, Russia launched yet another missile strike on Kyiv. 70 missiles
and over 700 drones were flying towards a city of four million people.

Thousands of people, along with their children and pets, spend their nights in subway
stations and bomb shelters. That very night, a Shahed drone struck my friend's
apartment, destroying it completely. She is now in the hospital in critical condition.

And these shellings happen every single week.

The cemeteries in every Ukrainian city bear witness to the terrifying scale of our
losses. Thousands of young, fallen faces looking back from photographs.

Russians have been destroying our lives, our homes, schools, churches, and
businesses since 2014. Millions of people have had to start their lives from scratch
twice. In 2014, they fled from the Donetsk and Luhansk regions to settle in other
Ukrainian cities. But in 2022, the war caught up with them there, too. And they were
forced to seek refuge in Europe.

Today, what should NOT be normal ANYWHERE has become the norm for millions of
Ukrainians. Going to bed at night, people cannot be sure what the morning will bring.
This is the reality in which our friends, our neighbours, and our families live.

| remember well how difficult it was for my daughter to study here, in a safe
environment, knowing the conditions her family is living in back home. She constantly
monitored the news, tracked the air raid alerts, and followed everything happening in
Ukraine. Every call home was not just a conversation - it was a moment when she was
trying to understand if we had survived another night, if we were all still alive.

Every morning after a shelling, we call all our relatives and friends to check if they are
okay, if they need help. Many of them have damaged property or destroyed homes.
Some have lost literally EVERYTHING.

Such circumstances change a person. They teach you never to take for granted what
once seemed ordinary:

light and warmth at home, a peaceful night, the simple chance to talk to the people
you love.

And yet, something else strikes me even more. Despite all of this, Ukrainians continue
to live. In the morning, they go to work. They teach their children. They open
businesses, engage in art, stage plays, build and rebuild cities. And most importantly -
they care for one another. They support others even when they themselves are
struggling. And they never lose the capacity to dream and to fight.

Perhaps this is the ultimate strength - not loud, not performative, but deeply human:
remaining human when the world around you becomes too cruel.
7
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And perhaps that is why this day is so special for me. For the first time in four years, |
am in a country where there are no sirens, no explosions, no constant sense of danger.
A place where you can just sleep through the night.

This silence is comforting, but at the same time, it is a piercing reminder of just how
precious it is.

This is exactly why Ukraine is fighting for more than just land. We are fighting for the
right to wake up and text "good morning" to our children without fear. For the right to
plan a future. For the right to simply live.

As a citizen of Ukraine, | feel very clearly how vital Europe is to us. Not only as a source of
support in our darkest moments, but as a community of shared values - freedom,
democracy, the rule of law, human dignity and respect for the individual.

And | want to express my deepest gratitude to all European nations, their leaders, and
their citizens. For your help. For your solidarity. For ensuring we do not feel alone in this
fight.

At the same time, Ukraine is also a part of European history today. We are a daily
reminder that freedom is not a given. It must be defended.

That peace is not something granted once and for all. And that human dignity carries a
price that we must sometimes stand up to defend.

That is why it is incredibly meaningful to me that this academic year at the College of
Europe was dedicated to the memory of Victoria Amelina - a Ukrainian writer, human
rights activist, and mother. Her life was tragically cut short by a Russian missile strike in
Kramatorsk, but her voice, her truth, and her faith in people endure. Today, they live on
here - among the young people who are learning to build a world founded on freedom,
truth, and dignity. Thank you for not forgetting the names of our heroes; in Ukraine, there
are hundreds of thousands of them, both dead and alive. It is thanks to them that we
hold on and continue our fight for life.

Dear graduates, we are so incredibly proud of you. Because this degree is not just about
academic knowledge. It is about the strength of character. It is about the resilience to
never give up. It is about faith in yourself and the people around you.

| am sincerely grateful to the College of Europe for valuing not only intellect but also
humanity. For teaching you to listen, to understand, and to respect one another. | thank
the professors and everyone at the College for their professionalism, their wisdom, and
for inspiring the youth to think deeper, act responsibly, and remain attentive to each
other.

Today, | look at all of you and | see a generation that truly has the power to change the
world. To make it a little more just. A little more peaceful.

| wish you more than just success. | wish for you to remain human. Hold onto your
compassion, hope, love, and inner dignity.

8
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Congratulations on your graduation.

And if | may leave you with just one thought, let it be this: "Peace and freedom are not
the ambient of life. They are its highest value.”

And | want to assure you: Ukraine will never give up.

Ukraine will win this war! Ukrainians are a nation that values freedom, their land, and
their children above all!

Congratulations, our dear children, on your graduation.

May there always be room in your lives for peace, freedom, love, and humanity.
Thank you all for your attention!

Glory to Ukrainel

Glory to the Heroes!
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