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CONCEPT NOTE 

 

Organizer 

‘Young Diplomats in Belgium’ (YDB) is an association launched in 2016 and run by Belgian trainee 

diplomats. It fosters networking and dialogue among all young diplomats based in Belgium. The ‘Lucie 

Dejardin’ promotion of the Belgian trainee diplomats, who joined the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation in August 2021, is currently in charge of the 

management of the association, and therefore of its annual High-Level Conference 2022. 

Background 

Europe is increasingly facing serious and complex security threats of different kinds. The world is no 

longer the prosperous, secure, and free one that the EU referred to in its 2003 Security Strategy. 

Challenges such as the Russian aggression against Ukraine, the rise of China, terrorism, the COVID-19 

pandemic, the controversy surrounding AUKUS, and climate change all call for a strengthening of 

Europe’s security and defence capabilities. The 2016 EU Global Strategy had already made it clear: it 

is not only crucial for military reasons, but also, for instance, for the promotion of fundamental rights 

and free trade. Ensuring the security of Europe and its citizens, and a strengthened cooperation 

between the EU and NATO to that end, is of utmost importance to Belgium. 

In the past few years, the EU has taken unprecedented steps to strengthen European security and 

defence, such as, in 2017, the launch of the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) among 25 

member states – that has to date resulted in 34 operational, industrial and defence capability projects 

– or the creation of the European Defence Fund – that aims to financially support the development of 

European defence capabilities. In the framework of its reflection on its so-called ‘Strategic Autonomy’, 

and after having presented a draft in November 2021, the EU is set to publish its ‘Strategic Compass’ 

in March 2022. This tool aims to sketch a common strategic vision and action plan for EU security and 

defence and to help the EU react faster and more efficiently to direct, regional as well as global security 

threats. It seeks to update and operationalize the EU’s level of ambition regarding crisis management, 

resilience, capabilities, and partnerships. 



 

 

Will it be enough to face current and future security threats of all kinds, and to adapt to new types of 

threats? Does the “Strategic Compass” foresee the right objectives/set the right actions for the EU to 

become a stronger security provider? Does the EU’s ‘Strategic Autonomy’ first require a deeper 

political integration of the Union? How will it be articulated with the NATO 2030 Agenda, and will it 

help improve the complementarity and mutual reinforcement of initiatives by both organizations? 

Programme 

17:45-18:30 

[Atrium] 

Arrival of the participants and welcome coffee 

 

18:30-18:32 

[Europe Room] 

General introduction 

by Mr Benjamin BODSON (co-president of YDB) and Ms Pauline DE DECKER (Conference coordinator) 

 

18:32-18:40 

[Europe Room] 

Introductory remarks 

by Ms Sophie WILMÈS, Belgian Deputy Prime minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 

18:40-19:20 

[Europe Room] 

First panel "Why a Strategic Compass for the EU?" 

with Ms Federica MOGHERINI, Rector of the College of Europe and former EU HR/VP (2014-2019) 

and Mr Pedro SERRANO, Head of Cabinet of HR/VP Josep BORRELL FONTELLES 

 

Moderation: Ms Alexandra BRZOZOWSKI, Global Europe and Defence reporter at EURACTIV 

 

19:20-20:13 

[Europe Room] 

Second panel "Will this Strategic Compass make Europe safer?" 

with Mr Lukas MANDL, MEP (EPP), vice-chair of the SEDE subcommittee, 

Mr Sven MIKSER, MEP (S&D), member of the SEDE subcommittee, 

Ms Hannah NEUMANN, MEP (Greens/EFA), member of the SEDE subcommittee, 

Ms Elena LAZAROU, Acting Head of External Policies Unit at the EPRS, 

and Ms Tania LATICI, Policy Officer Security and Defence Policy at the EEAS 

 

Moderation: Ms Alexandra BRZOZOWSKI, Global Europe and Defence reporter at EURACTIV 

 

20:13-20:15 

[Europe Room] 

Conclusion 

by Ms Sophie GERARD (co-president of YDB) 

 

20:15-21:30 

[Galerie des Glaces] 

Reception 



 

 

Aim 

The aim of the conference is to allow a rich and frank discussion on the issue of European security and 

defence at the very moment of the long-awaited publication of the EU’s ‘Strategic Compass’. This issue 

is set to be central in the coming decades for the countries of Europe, the EU, and NATO, but also for 

civil society and companies active in the field (including in R&D). The choice of personalities for the 

panel reflects the will of the organizer to mobilize opinions from key actors involved in the issue, 

coming from different parts of Europe and with different backgrounds. 

Sponsors 

This event is sponsored by the Belgian MFA but also 2 private companies, namely BESIX and SOLVAY. 

 

*** 

https://www.besix.com/en/
https://www.solvay.com/en/

