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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

Introduce students to the politics and practices of state recognition 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Students acquire a sound theoretical, legal, conceptual and historical understanding of politics of states 

recognition. 

- Students acquire grounded contextual and empirical knowledge of particular territorial conflicts and struggles 

for self-determination within the EU’s Neighbourhood and neighbouring countries. 

- Students acquire critical capacity to analyse, assess and engage in competing debates on state recognition within 

the EU’s wider neighbourhood and beyond. 

- Students acquire sound knowledge of the EU and member states role as actors in recognition politics and 

conflicts within the Neighbourhood and beyond. 

- Students develop and put into practice their generic transferable skills that include: self-motivation, teamwork, 

communication, debating, conceptual thinking, critical evaluation and presentation skills. 

- Students develop the capacity to construct and orally present their argument before their peers and 

constructively question and critique others. 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

None. 

 

  



TEACHING METHOD(S) 

Interactive lectures and seminar discussions. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

The compact seminar will be assessed on a ‘pass/fail’ basis through: 

• an online multiple-choice test (80% of the mark) at the end of the final course session - 15 minutes to answer 
7 questions, and 

• overall attendance (20% of the mark).  

The weighted average of both assessment elements needs to be equal or greater than 50% for a student to pass the 
compact seminar.  

Each student is entitled to re-taking the test once. The re-take test would account for 80% of the mark whilst overall 
attendance would account for the remaining 20%. 

Since compact seminars carry no ECTS credits, the final result will be present on the transcript, but will have no 

impact on students' final average, nor on overall grade, nor on attaining the diploma. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Seminar 1:  State Recognition and the Formation of the International Society 

- The significance of recognition to creation of new states  

- Recognition and the formation of the international society  

- Legal statehood criteria  

- Declarative versus constitutive recognition  

Seminar 2:  State recognition and Admission in the International Society  

- What governs admission of states into the international society  

- State recognition and Great Power politics  

- The future of state recognition in a transitional international order  

- Recognition and decolonisation  

Seminar 3:  Struggles for Recognition in International Politics 

- State secession politics: parent and secessionist states and third actors  

- Unilateral versus mutually agreed-on secession  

- What determines the recognition of secessionist states? 

- Implications of recognition in contested states and territorial conflicts impact 

- Contested and confirmed states and the foreign policy of recognition 

Seminar 4: The EU, the Neighbourhood and the Recognition 

- EU’s collective recognition in situations of contested states and territorial conflicts 

- How internal EU politics impact its state recognition policy 

- EU’s approach to state recognition: constraints and possibilities  

- ‘Engagement without recognition’ in the context of EU relations with non-recognised entities/states  

Seminar 5: Empirical Cases of Struggles for Recognition in the EU’s Wider Neighbourhood  

- Recognition and self-determination  

- EU’s approach to the recognition of Kosovo, Palestine and Western Sahara  

- Recognition of colonised/occupation states  



- Reflecting on the principle of territorial integrity in Kosovo, Palestine and Western Sahara 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Please refer to course outline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


