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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

This course offers an updated, hands-on, and in-depth coverage of the topic of energy transition in the EU’s 

neighbourhood. The focus is on the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, the East Med, Turkey and the 

Western Balkans, but comparative references to other regions will also be made. The theme will be covered from 

many different angles (political economy, oil and gas markets, renewable energy markets, geopolitics, etc…). 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Consolidating knowledge of the energy sector, including notions of energy economics; Gaining the ability to think 

strategically and to develop scenarios to 2030 and 2050; Getting the right analytical tools to understand the global 

energy transition, even beyond the region; Acquiring knowledge of the energy mixes and resource endowment of 

countries in the region; Learning to develop critical thinking and convey it effectively in a debate, potentially also 

by challenging mainstream statements through solid arguments; Acquiring useful energy and business jargon; 

Expanding knowledge of EU’s external action and geopolitical agenda. 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

Recommended readings to acquire notions about the energy transition and energy markets, such as the IEA’s World 

Energy Outlook. It is also suggested to read press articles (e.g. Financial Times energy section) to get updated 

knowledge of latest energy developments before every class. 

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

Lecture, interactive discussions and group brainstorming, scenario building, possibly guest interventions from 

practitioners.  

 



ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

Proactive in-class participation:     10% 

Short, ‘consultancy-like’ strategy memo:                            30% 

Take-home exam (3/4 open, analytical questions):                60% 

 

The College of Europe reserves the right to change the delivery and assessment of the course in case of 

circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the College (force majeure). Any communication from the campus 

administration in this regard takes precedence over the information provided in this ECTS card. 

Retake examinations, i.e. exams passed in the second examination session, will have the same format as those taken 

during the first exam session. The only exception concerns oral exams, which are replaced in the second exam 

session by written exams. When a student takes an examination during the second session, the final mark for the 

course is based solely on the result of the retake examination. No other element of evaluation which would have 

been taken into consideration in the calculation of the final mark during the first examination session will be 

considered in the second session. (art. 28 of the Specific Provisions). 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

The course is divided into six blocks (or modules). In the first one, we will make an overview of energy mixes and 

energy transition policies and strategies in all the countries of the region. In the second block, we will delve deeper 

into wind and solar energy, where very promising developments are taking place. In the third block, we will focus 

on natural gas as a transition fuel. In the fourth block, we will look at how gas can be decarbonized. Hydrogen in 

particular will be analysed as a very promising option. In the fifth block, the time will be ripe to have a more strategic 

discussion on how the energy transition could affect regional politics, trade relations, and social dynamics. In the 

sixth session we will delve into the role of the EU and be more specific about funding instruments, best practice 

sharing platforms, and policy cooperation frameworks.  

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Bartoletto, S., Energy Transitions in Mediterranean Countries, Edward Elgar, 2020: https://www.e-

elgar.com/shop/gbp/energy-transitions-in-mediterranean-countries-9781788977548.html 

Bianchi, M., Prospects for Energy Transition in the Mediterranean after COVID-19, IAI, 2020: 

https://www.iai.it/en/node/11910 

Bouwlus, J., Eastern Mediterranean gas: Testing the field, ECFR, 2021: 

https://ecfr.eu/special/eastern_med/gas_fields 

Dalay, G., Turkey, Europe, and the Eastern Mediterranean: Charting a way out of the current deadlock, Brookings, 

2021: https://www.brookings.edu/research/turkey-europe-and-the-eastern-mediterranean-charting-a-way-out-of-

the-current-deadlock/ 

Euractiv, Energy Transition in the Western Balkans – Event Report, 2021: https://en.euractiv.eu/wp-

content/uploads/sites/2/special-report/Energy-transition-in-the-Western-Balkans-Event-Report.pdf  

European Commission, Communication on 'Fit for 55': delivering the EU's 2030 Climate Target on the way to 

climate neutrality, July 2021: https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/chapeau_communication.pdf 

European Commission, Communication on the European Green Deal, December 2019, 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-green-deal_en  



European Commission, Hydrogen Strategy for Europe, 2020: 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/hydrogen_strategy.pdf 

European External Action Service (EEAS), A New Agenda for the Mediterranean, 2021: 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/92844/joint-communication-southern-

neighbourhood_en 

European Neighbourhood Policy - East - energy statistics: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=European_Neighbourhood_Policy_-_East_-_energy_statistics 

European neighbourhood Policy – South – energy statistics: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=European_Neighbourhood_Policy_-_South_-_energy_and_environment  

Franza, L., Clean Molecules across the Mediterranean, IAI, 2021: Clean Molecules across the Mediterranean. The 

Potential for North African Hydrogen Imports into Italy and the EU 

Grigoriadis, I., Levoyannis, C., Winds of change in the Eastern Mediterranean: Between hydrocarbons and 

renewable energy geopolitics, Eliamep, 2021 

International Energy Agency, World Energy Outlook, 2021 

Observatoire Méditerranéen de l’Energie, Mediterranean Energy Perspectives to 2050, 2021: 

https://www.ome.org/mep-2021-released-in-jun-2021/ 

Statute of the East Mediterranean Gas Forum (EMGF) - English - 22 September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


