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COURSE OBJECTIVE (TBC) 

The course seeks to introduce both a definition for investigative journalism and how it differs from general news 

reporting. It will also demonstrate how investigative journalism stories begin and what they require: professionally, 

politically, and legally.  The course will introduce the history of investigative journalism, ethics of investigative 

journalism and the role of accountability journalism in society, with special focus on the Southern Neighbourhood, 

where level of democratization, independent media and free speech varies from country to country.  

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (TBC) 

The course introduces and examines the importance of independent media, specifically investigative journalism, a 

form of journalism in which reporters deeply investigative an issue of importance to the public, such as serious 

crimes, political corruption, corporate wrongdoing, miscarriage of justice or abuse of power, for the benefit of 

accountability, democracy and transparency. An investigative journalist may spend months or years researching a 

report. This form of “accountability journalism” represents the “Fourth Estate”, which should remain independent 

of the three branches of power: executive, legislative and legal to ensure rule of law and protect democracy. 

Investigative journalism provides well-documented information to society, and offers a platform for debate and 

allows civil society, officials and parliamentarians to push for change to the better, using the results exposed in the 

in-depth report. 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

Students are encouraged to read some key references in the bibliography (see below) 

TEACHING METHOD(S) (TBC) 

The course will introduce concepts followed by group discussions to enable students to identify the key parameters 

they can use as benchmarks to test the level of independent media and effectiveness of investigative journalism in 

the Southern Neighbourhood and beyond.  

 



ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

The compact seminar will be assessed on a ‘pass/fail’ basis through: 
 
• an online multiple-choice test (80% of the mark) after the final course session - 15 minutes to answer 7 
questions, and  
• overall attendance (20% of the mark).  
 
The weighted average of both assessment elements needs be equal or greater than 50% for a student to pass the 
compact seminar.  
Each student is entitled to re-taking the test once. The re-take test would account for 80% of the mark whilst overall 
attendance would account for the remaining 20%. 

Since compact seminars carry no ECTS credits, the final result will be present on the transcript, but will have no 

impact on students' final average, nor on overall grade, nor on attaining the diploma. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS (TBC) 

Session 1: What is Investigative Journalism and how it differs from general news reporting 

Session 2: The Image and Reality of Investigative Journalism 

Session 3: How Investigative Journalism Stories Begin and the political, professional and legal enablers needed for 

this genre of journalism. 

Session 4: History of Investigative Journalism from 1900 onward. 

Session 5: Ethics of Investigative Journalism. 

Session 6: The Role of Investigative Journalism in Society. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools)  

 

1.   https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000193078 https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw1nAbpkm1YWR0RpcnZVZ2t6V1VDcVJjUmQ3UmQwZTFjV2dv/view 

2.    https://www.iemed.org/publicacions/historic-de-publicacions/enquesta-euromed/euromed-survey-

2019/Supporting_Independent_Media_Southern_Neighbourhood_Jerzy_Pomianowski_EuroMedSurvey2019.pdf 

3.   https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east-south/stay-informed/publications/handbook-european-journalism 

4.    https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores 

5.   https://www.occrp.org/en/the-matraimov-kingdom/ 

6.    https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/a-hidden-tycoon-african-explosives-and-a-loan-from-a-notorious-bank-questionable-connections-surround-beirut-explosion-shipment 

7.   https://en.arij.net/investigation/quranic-kindergartens-in-tunisia-breeding-a-wahhabi-elite/ 

8.     https://history-journalism.ku.edu/1900/1900.shtml 

9.    https://www.google.com/search?q=history+of+investigative+journalism+since+1900&oq=history+of+investigative+journalism+since+1900&aqs=chrome..69i57.10331j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-

8 

10.     https://www.journalismfund.eu/about-us/investigative-journalism 

11.    https://cfi.fr/en/news/despite-growing-repression-investigative-journalism-survives-arab-world 

12.     https://www.amazon.com/Investigative-Journalism-Arab-World-Communication/dp/1137461039 

13.    https://www.revealnews.org/ethics-guide/ 

14.   http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view-tv-release/news/manual_on_investigative_journalism_in_spanish/  

15.     https://ethicaljournalismnetwork.org/the-ethics-of-undercover-journalism-where-the-police-and-journalists-divide 

16.     https://www.intechopen.com/books/off-and-online-journalism-and-corruption-international-comparative-analysis/unveiling-of-matters-the-role-of-investigative-journalism-in-uncovering-corruption-in-

the-arab-world 
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