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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this course is for students to develop a well-grounded understanding of the changing character 

of warfare. Despite its horrors, war continues to plague humanity. This course seeks to understand what war is, to 

examine the multiple forms it takes and to explore how warfare has shifted over time. The module contains both 

a historical exploration of the evolution of warfare and a contemporary focus on warfare today, including critical 

analysis of war ‘types’ such as insurgency and terrorism, ‘hybrid’ war, ‘grey zone’ conflict, ‘remote warfare’ etc. It 

aims to merge historically grounded analysis of war’s enduring nature, with up-to-date analysis of how warfare 

manifests in terms of contemporary conflicts. 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On completion of the course students will be able to:  

1) Discuss the differences between the enduring nature of war and the historically specific character of 

warfare in given contexts. 

2) Explain the strengths and weaknesses of War Studies, Strategic Studies and Security Studies and their 

respective analyses of war. 

3) Critically evaluate key themes in the evolution of warfare over time.  

4) Provide detailed analysis of contemporary manifestations of warfare. 

5) To critically assess controversial contemporary debates about warfare. 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

 
The introductory chapter of Strachan, Hew, and Sibylle Scheipers, eds. The changing character of war. OUP Oxford, 
2011 would be a good introduction to the Compact Seminar. 

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 



The course will consist of a mix of three sessions over three days (2 x 3hr and 1 x 4hr not including breaks) 

incorporating mini-lectures, small group discussions, whole group discussions and simulations/student-led 

briefings. The aim is for engaging and highly interactive sessions with lots of opportunity for discussion and 

group learning.  

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

The compact seminar will be assessed on a ‘pass/fail’ basis through: 
• an online multiple-choice test (80% of the mark) after the final course session - 15 minutes to 
answer 7 questions, and  
• overall attendance (20% of the mark).  
The weighted average of both assessment elements needs be equal or greater than 50% for a student to 
pass the compact seminar.  
Each student is entitled to re-taking the test once. The re-take test would account for 80% of the mark 
whilst overall attendance would account for the remaining 20%. 

Since compact seminars carry no ECTS credits, the final result will be present on the transcript, but will 

have no impact on students' final average, nor on overall grade, nor on attaining the diploma. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Part/day one (consisting of 2 x 1.5hr sessions) will consist of session designed to explore the enduring nature of 

war and specific character of warfare in given historical periods. Specifically, this will involve an examination of 

the three sub-disciplines most concerned with the study of armed conflict: War Studies, Strategic Studies and 

Security Studies. Our task here will be to assess the merits of these three approaches to the study of change and 

continuity in armed violence over time and to set ourselves up conceptually for the analysis of trends and specific, 

more contemporary, conflicts to follow. 

 

Part/day two (consisting of 2 x 1.5hr sessions) will consider some of the most prominent ‘war type’ concepts 

applied to analyze contemporary conflict: Insurgency/terrorism; hybrid warfare and remote warfare. It will 

critically assess the novelty of these concepts and we will interrogate the usefulness and limitations of such 

warfare ‘types’. 

 

Part three (consisting of 3 x 1hr student-led group briefings/discussions and a 1-hour summative discussion) will 

see the students apply the concepts learned to examine the character of three conflicts (the Boko Haram crisis in 

the Lake Chad region, the Western coalition against ISIS in Iraq/Syria and the Ukraine Crisis). Students will (in 

groups) pick one of these conflicts to prepare and will lead on presenting a briefing analysis of this conflict to the 

rest of the group. These sessions will pay particular attention to the usefulness of new concepts to describe and 

analyze these conflicts.  

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Students will be given a list of pre-set course materials to prepare before the classes. This will include a mix of 

traditional academic sources and new media such as podcasts. Students will be given optionality in several of the 

sessions so they can prepare work that is applicable to their individual interests.  



 


