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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

To familiarise students with political and legal aspects of EU enlargements, past and future.  

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Familiarity with main political and legal features of previous seven enlargement rounds, 

• Knowledge of conditionality and benchmarking as cornerstones of contemporary EU Pre-

accession Policy, 

• Understanding of association with the European Union and how Association Agreements may 

serve as vehicles for accession, 

• Familiarity with the main stages and substance of accession negotiations, 

• Knowledge of legal parameters of accession to the European Union: accession treaties and 

principle of immediate effect of EU law 

• Understanding of various transitional and phasing-in regimes laid down in accession treaties. 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

A F. Tatham, Enlargement of the European Union (Wolters Kluwer 2009) 

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

Interactive lectures 

 

 

 

 



ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

Exam (50%) 2-hour, digital, in-class, closed-book, written exam  

Essay (50 %) research essay (between 2700 minimum, and 3300 words maximum) 

The College of Europe reserves the right to change the delivery and assessment of the course in case 

of circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the College (force majeure). Any communication 

from the campus administration in this regard takes precedence over the information provided in this 

ECTS card.  

Retake examinations, i.e. exams passed in the second examination session, will have the same format 

as those taken during the first exam session. The only exception concerns oral exams, which are 

replaced in the second exam session by written exams. When a student takes an examination during 

the second session, the final mark for the course is based solely on the result of the retake examination. 

No other element of evaluation which would have been taken into consideration in the calculation 

of the final mark during the first examination session will be considered in the second session. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Membership of the European Union 

Evolution of pre-accession policy 

Conditionality and benchmarking 

Association Agreements as vehicles to EU accession  

Accession negotiations  

Accession treaties as a source of EU law 

Principle of immediate effect of EU law 

Transitional arrangements and phasing in mechanisms in EU accession process 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

See Course outline 

 

 

 


