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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

This unit examines colonial tenets and practices and how they have been applied. It aims to help you 
understand how the spectre of colonialism continues to shape current economic, geopolitical and 
social realities in the so-called European Union’s ‘neighbourhood’ and beyond. The lectures engaging 
you with a variety of readings carefully selected to give a critical perspective on knowledge and 
power structures that underpin colonialism and coloniality as a way of thinking and performative 
practices. The linkages between colonialism and coloniality will be examined by parsing the post-
WWII decolonisation process and how colonialism metamorphosised into long-standing hieratical 
power relations that permeate the present reality in this constructed ‘neighbourhood’ in particular 
and globally. In this sense, the unit will give you a deeper understanding of forms and grades of 
colonialism. Overall, the unit’s learning material and assignments seek to equip you with the 
conceptual and empirical knowledge and assist you develop your analytical and critical skills. Rather 
than being a recipient, the unit challenges your posture and gaze and allow you to engage in the 
contemporary discourse on de/coloniality and the search for pathways for freedom, justice and 
dignity.  

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Acquire in-depth historical and political understanding of colonialism and coloniality.  

• Acquire conceptual and empirical knowledge of the present-day effects of colonialism in general 
and the EU’s ‘neighbourhood’ in particular.   

• Understanding of colonial structures of power and knowledge  

• Ability to analyse relevant texts and evidence in the essay and oral presentation. 

• Self-motivation, teamwork and oral engagement   

• Analytical and critical skills 



• Capacity to construct and orally present arguments 

• Ability to design and write a well-organised academic essay 
 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

None.  
 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

Interactive lectures and discussions. 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

The final mark for the course will be based on the following: 

• Final Take-home Exam (3000 – 3500 words) 65% of the mark, the essay questions will be given 
at the specified time of the examination. Font Times New Romans 12 pt., single space, all cited 
works must be referenced using the College’s rules. Submission deadline is 48 hours after the 
reception of the final paper topics in accordance with the College’s rules. 

• Pre-class reflection 25% of the mark. In your reflection are required to explain your 
understanding of the main concepts, arguments of one of the required readings and how 
they fit in, complement or challenge your perspective. Use your own words, do not repeat the 
text. Your first report should cover lecture 2; and you are required to submit nine reports in total. 
Due by email before the start of the class. Length: 500–1000 words. Font Times New Romans 12 
pt., single space.  

• Group presentation (10 minutes) 10% of the mark. You are required to provide a One-page 
handout, but you are free to choose how you want to conduct the presentation to the class 
(with or without slides, poster, etc.). You will be divided into work teams; each team will be 
required to present a critical commentary on the audio/video material of the following 
lecture. 

The summative assessment (written essay, pre-class reflection, presentation) will develop students’ 
knowledge of their selected topics. Students will receive written feedback on their work to help them 
further develop their understanding and academic skills. 

The College of Europe reserves the right to change the delivery and assessment of the course in case 
of circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the College (force majeure). Any communication 
from the campus administration in this regard takes precedence over the information provided in this 
ECTS card. 

Retake examinations, i.e. exams passed in the second examination session, will have the same format 
as those taken during the first exam session. The only exception concerns oral exams, which are 
replaced in the second exam session by written exams. When a student takes an examination during 
the second session, the final mark for the course is based solely on the result of the retake examination. 
No other element of evaluation which would have been taken into consideration in the calculation 
of the final mark during the first examination session will be considered in the second session. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Lecture 1: Colonial Invasion: From the Crusaders to Columbus   

Lecture 2: Culture, Knowledge, Race and Imperialism   

Lecture 3: Colonialism and International Law   



Lecture 4: Colonialism in Middle East: Invasion, Division and Domination   

Lecture 5: Decolonisation, Statehood and Informal colonialism in the Middle East   

Lecture 6: Settler-colonialism Then and Now    

Lecture 7: Colonialism in Eastern Europe and the ‘Eastern Neighbourhood’ 

Lecture 8: Post-colonialism and Coloniality   

Lecture 9: The EU between a Colonial Legacy and Present Coloniality    

Lecture 10: Towards Decolonisation and Decoloniality ‘For’   
 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Please refer to course outline.  

 


