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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

This core course has a tri-partite objective: 

1. It aims to develop and expand research expertise in the EU Studies in general, and specifically 
in studies of the EU’s relations with its neighbourhoods to East and South, by introducing its 
students to the perceptual approach in the EU foreign policy scholarship.  

2. The course will provide students with a set of unique perspectives on what the changing EU 
means for 16 countries of the EU’s changing Neighbourhood and equip them with analytical 
tools and relevant skills to track and evaluate in a comprehensive manner how external 
partners recognise and define what Europe is and what it stands for.  

3. This highly interactive course aims to advance the understanding of images, perceptions and 
narratives in the context international relations in general and of the EU’s public diplomacy in 
particular. The course defines EU public diplomacy as one of the most salient political 
communication tools in the 21st century. 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Students acquire in-depth empirical knowledge in one area of the EU’s external relations with, 
and foreign policy towards, the 16 countries in the EU’s neighbourhood (East and South) – 
perceptual approach to EU foreign policy, one of the “outside looking in” perspectives within the 
scholarship of the EU’s external action and foreign policy. By prioritising insights into the reception 
of the EU’s projections, presence and performance by the neighbourhood countries and focusing 
on the multiple Self-Other intersections, students acquire novel understanding of political, socio-
political, socio-economic, legal, migration, security and energy-related issue-areas in the EU’s 
dialogue with the countries in the neighbourhood as well as in those countries themselves. In 
addition, students gain greater knowledge and understanding of the mechanisms behind 
strategic influence, domestically and internationally (including top down vs. community-rooted 
concepts/practices). 



2. Students acquire interdisciplinary tools to better understand and critically analyse the tensions 
between reality and perceptions in the multi-layered geopolitical dynamics in the EU’s 
neighbourhood. Students use these tools to critically assess how the tensions may affect domestic 
and international policies and politics.   

3. Students develop the ability to conduct research in diverse settings in the field of EU-
neighbourhood relations: (1) autonomous and independent work frame and (2) working in teams 
with colleagues. In both settings, student identify and assess primary and secondary sources and 
engage with relevant methods allowing them to organize and structure their research.  

4. Students understand the leading theoretical and conceptual approaches used in the studies of 
the external perceptions of the EU. These approaches extend the core of the study of the 
European Neighbourhood Policy and the EU’s neighbours. Students are also able to apply them 
to the analysis of the EU’s other policies and other partners beyond the EU neighbourhood as well 
as to the specific economic, social, and geo-political issue-areas in both eastern- and southern 
neighbourhoods.   

5. Students obtain advanced knowledge of a range of analytical tools and interdisciplinary methods 
to critically examine the merits and limitations of conceptual and theoretical approaches related 
to the study of the European Neighbourhood Policy. Students are able to assess local domestic 
and regional developments in the EU’s neighbourhood using these tools. Students acquire skills in 
critical assessment of public opinion, use of (social) media as a proxy for public opinion, media 
monitoring, outreach via social media, communication with multiple stakeholders and public 
diplomacy target groups.  

6. Students acquire professional skills helping them to qualify for existing and emerging job 
opportunities in relevant fields. Student hone skills at analytical debating in classes and in group 
work; develop confidence presenting publicly; gain advanced skills communicating complex 
ideas using various techniques and media. Students gain a set of transferrable skills critical to 
ensure ongoing training & sustainable research agenda in learning in the future.  Student practice 
their skills in IT, information search (including library use & bibliographical skills), discussion/debate, 
oral presentation, group work, project work, writing. 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

Students are strongly advised to engage with recommended readings before the seminars. Due to 
the intensive and compact nature of the course, it is recommended to engage with readings before 
the course. 

All assessments will be detailed and discussed with the students well in advance.  Students have an 
opportunity of individual consultations with the lecturer preparing to the assessments in advance.  

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

This is an interactive student-centered course that features a range of teaching methods that reflect 
on the teaching philosophy of the lecturer. Teaching methods aim at development of systematic, 
creative and critical thinking skills.  

The seminars -- each broken into segments with breaks in between – will feature various teaching 
methods depending on the objectives of each seminar.  The course will start with an accent on 
lecturettes followed by large and small groups discussions.  As the course progresses, the seminars will 
shift more to student-led discussions and practice exercises. 

The course has a high share of small group interactive activities for students (many are student-led). 
Small group activities are used during seminars as a regular teaching tool as well as for the main 
assessment (Assessment #1 “Group Blog”). Group work is in place to facilitate student skills of 
teamwork, dialogue and collaboration, peer support, networking and cohort building. 



The course teaching methods ensures opportunities for students to develop leadership qualities (e.g. 
students leading teamwork for assessments, stepping up to the roles of discussion facilitators, chairs of 
the presentation panels, etc.).  

Individual research cases target mastering academic research skills (writing, analytical, IT, new 
method, etc.) as well as presentation skills, social media skills, time management and personal 
negotiation skills (every student should consult with the lecturer discussion their case). Each student is 
taking personal responsibility for achieving the best results. 

Incorporating into teaching and assessments textual and visual elements is intentional – this is in 
response to the highly visual world we live is and growing pressures of the workplaces to employ 
visualizations.  

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

The course features a combination of diverse assessment methods. This combination is intentional, to 
engage with different learning styles, as well as to diversify the teaching-learning formats and ensure 
a dynamic flow of the course mixing individual and group assignments, and assignments with different 
weight.  All assessments are targeting the developments of a set of skill, including skills valued in the 
professional world.  

• The course starts with Assessment #1 Group Blog (20%). 

• Assessment #2 is Individual Research Case (40% = 30% for written report + 10% for presentation). 

• Assessment #3 is 48-hour Take-home Exam (40%.). 

The detailed description of all of the assessments is available in the course outline.  

The College of Europe reserves the right to change the delivery and assessment of the course in case 
of circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the College (force majeure). Any communication 
from the campus administration in this regard takes precedence over the information provided in this 
ECTS card. 

Retake examinations, i.e. exams passed in the second examination session, will have the same format 
as those taken during the first exam session. The only exception concerns oral exams, which are 
replaced in the second exam session by written exams. When a student takes an examination during 
the second session, the final mark for the course is based solely on the result of the retake examination. 
No other element of evaluation which would have been taken into consideration in the calculation 
of the final mark during the first examination session will be considered in the second session. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

Seminar 1: An Introduction: Images and Perceptions in the context of EU Foreign Policy. 

Seminar 2: Framing images and perceptions of the EU: working with media. 

Seminar 3: Decision, policy and opinion-makers in EU Neighbourhoods. Assessing the importance of 
opinions among key stakeholders. 

Seminar 4: The EU in the eyes of the general public in EU Neighbourhood. 

Seminar 5: Narrating the EU as Global and Regional Actor. Images and Perceptions in the contexts of 
Soft Power and Public Diplomacy in the New Media Ecology. 

Seminar 6: Presentations of the individual research case study. 
 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

The detailed list of the readings is available in course outline. 



 


