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COURSE OBJECTIVE 

To provide students with an understanding of the nature of the EU-US digital divide, particularly with 

respect to data protection, competition policy, content moderation and AI regulation, while at the 

same time gaining insights into the EU’s laws and policies in these areas as well as the political 

dynamics and processes that developed them. 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The European Union and the United States are frequently at odds on digital policy issues, even as the 

internet “should” bring these two highly digitalized economies closer together. Students should 

acquire a better understanding of the nature of this digital divide, particularly with respect to data 

protection, competition policy, content moderation and AI regulation, while at the same time gaining 

insights into the EU’s laws and policies in these areas as well as the political dynamics and processes 

that developed them. 

 

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION 

No preparation other than an inquiring mind is required; readings will be suggested, but not 

mandatory. 

 

TEACHING METHOD(S) 

The seminar format will encourage active participation by all. 

 

 

 



ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 

The compact seminar will be assessed on a ‘pass/fail’ basis through: 

• an online closed-book multiple-choice test (80% of the mark) at the end of the final course session - 

15 minutes to answer 7 questions, and 

• overall attendance (20% of the mark). 

The weighted average of both assessment elements needs be equal or greater than 50% for a student 

to pass the compact seminar.  

Each student is entitled to re-taking the test once. The re-take test would account for 80% of the mark 

whilst overall attendance would account for the remaining 20%. 

Since compact seminars carry no ECTS credits, the final result will be present on the transcript, but will 

have no impact on the student’s final average, nor on the overall grade, nor on attaining the diploma. 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

The eight-hour course will be divided into four two-hour segments on the general themes of data 

protection (in the commercial sector as well as in the law enforcement/national security contexts); 

competition (controlling the US tech giants); content moderation (preserving freedom of expression 

while minimizing “hate speech” and disinformation); and AI regulation.  Special attention will be given 

to evaluating the success (or lack thereof) of resolving these issues under the Biden Administration. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (readings and other learning resources/tools) 

Students will be encouraged, but not required, to read relevant material (much of it in the form of 

original documents rather than analyses) specified in the course outline. 

 


