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Each semester students follow one European 
General Study Course and can choose among 
thirteen workshops in professional develop-
ment. Before the start of the academic year, 
the department offers an intensive introduc-
tory course for those students whose prior 
knowledge might not be sufficient to follow 
this programme.

The European Centre for Government Trans-
formation programme (in partnership with 
Accenture and the Lisbon Council), the Euro-
pean Health Parliament (in partnership with 
Johnson & Johnson, Politico and Google) and 
the Transparency Group (in partnership with 
Transparency International) offer students the 
chance to work with professionals on concrete 
projects. 
 

  coleurope.eu/pol

Olivier Costa  
Director of Studies

Michele Chang  
Professor

The European Political and Administrative 
Study Programme, in Bruges, provides stu-
dents with a comprehensive understanding of 
the institutions and policies of the EU. It also 
examines its role at the international, national 
and regional levels. Successful applicants 
primarily come from an academic background 
in political science, European studies, interna-
tional relations or law. The programme aims 
to prepare students for a career in European 
or national administrations, NGOs, the private 
sector or to undertake a PhD.
During the first semester, students follow three 
compulsory courses and an interactive simula-
tion exercise. In the second semester, students 
choose three courses from a list of twenty to 
pursue more specialised interests. In addition, 
they write a Master’s thesis within the frame-
work of one of the eight research seminars 
offered. The second semester also features 
a study trip to Luxembourg and Strasbourg. 

public sectors as well as non- governmental 
and business sectors, and may also serve as 
a stepping-stone towards doctoral studies. 
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Inge Govaere  
Director of Studies

Sacha Garben  
Professor

The European Legal Study Programme, in 
Bruges, provides students with an in-depth 
education in European law. The programme 
establishes a balance between the econo-mic 
and the constitutional aspects of European 
law, and emphasizes both the increasing 
complexity of EU law and the context in 
which it is evolving. It should be noted that 
the programme is particularly demanding, 
with a variety of teaching methods, often 
similar to those used in North American law 
schools, and requires extensive individual 
preparation in advance of each class.

The programme is aimed at students with 
a degree in law. An intensive introductory 
course to prepare students with less prior ex-
perience in EU law is organised. The academ-
ic programme and its professional dimension 
prepare graduates to enter international law 
firms, European, international and national 
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“With an exceptional  
academic programme,  
a unique events agenda 
and life within a one-of-
a-kind community, the 
College is a place for many 
discoveries. What you  
discover is marvellous.”

// Alina NIKITINA  
(Alumna, Falcone & Borsellino Promotion)
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topics from the areas of security and justice, 
foreign economic relations, bi- and multilateral 
diplomacy or professional skills in greater 
detail. In addition, students follow a course on 
the European Neighbourhood Policy, partici-
pate in an interactive simulation game on EU 
crisis management and visit the international 
organisations in Geneva. Finally, students are 
required to write a Master’s thesis in the field 
of EU external relations.

  coleurope.eu/ird

Sieglinde Gstöhl  
Director of Studies

Simon Schunz  
Professor

The programme EU International Relations 
and Diplomacy Studies, in Bruges, specialises 
on the European Union as a global actor as 
well as on professional skills in international 
negotiation and diplomacy. It aims at a com-
prehensive understanding of the EU’s external 
relations. Successful applicants primarily have 
an academic background in political science, 
European studies, international relations, 
diplomatic studies, law or economics. The 
programme prepares graduates for careers in 
the European, international and national public 
administrations, including foreign services, in 
the private sector and civil society organisa-
tions, or to embark upon doctoral studies.

Students follow several compulsory courses in 
the first semester in order to provide them with 
a broad knowledge of diplomacy and Euro-
pean external action. In the second semester 
they choose courses that explore selected 

provides excellent preparation for doctoral 
studies.
 
Options: European Law and Economic  
Analysis & European Public Policy Analysis
The Department of European Economic Stu-
dies in collaboration with the Department of 
European Legal Studies and the Department 
of European Political and Administrative 
Studies offers two options: European Law and 
Economic Analysis and European Public Policy 
Analysis, respectively. Options enable the 
students of each department to take certain 
courses in common and also to take courses 
in the other department. Economics students 
graduate with a Master in European Economic 
Studies.

A study trip to various EU institutions is organ-
ised by the department.

The Department of European Economic 
Studies benefits from the support of Banco 
Santander.  
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Phedon Nicolaides *  
Director of Studies

Eric de Souza  
Professor

The European Economic Study Programme, 
in Bruges, provides an in-depth specialisation 
in the economics of the European Union. The 
programme offers a comprehensive coverage 
of European economic integration (process, 
policies, market functioning, liberalisation 
and regulation). The workload and analytical 
demands on the students are high. All courses 
combine a blend of rigorous economic anal-
ysis with a critical assessment of EU policies 
and, where relevant, of the European econ-
omy in general. The programme focuses on 
European public policies, but several courses 
also examine the implications for business 
strategies.

It is aimed at students with a strong academic 
background in economics. The programme, 
with its professional dimension, prepares 
graduates to enter business or the European, 
international and national public sectors as 
well as the non-governmental sector, and also 

*Jan Tinbergen Professor of European Economics
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leadership functions requiring a strategic un-
derstanding of European issues. The College 
fulfils this function by constantly adapting its 
programmes and the composition of its teach-
ing faculty to European developments, by chal-
lenging its students’ minds with the different 
perspectives of senior academics and practi-
tioners from over twenty-five different coun-
tries and numerous professional backgrounds, 
and by providing them with a very special – 
and intense – experience of living and working 
together in an international social and cul-
tural context. If you wish to understand 
Europe, live it and prepare for a career  
transcending national borders then the Col-
lege of Europe should be your choice.

// Jörg Monar  
Rector

The European construction has changed – 
and keeps changing – the history of a whole 
continent, the lives of hundreds of millions 
of European citizens and Europe’s role in the 
world. Ever since its foundation at the very 
start of it, the College of Europe has had the 
mission to make well selected postgraduate 
students understand the political, legal, eco-
nomic and international core issues, chal-
lenges and potentials of this unique process. 
This not for art’s sake, but to prepare them for 

Duration
10 months: September-June

Working languages
English and French

Student body Bruges
450 postgraduates from over 55 countries 
Average age: 25

Teaching staff Bruges
230 professors and practitioners from  
over 30 nationalities

Funding
A large number of whole or partial  
scholarships are available

Alumni
Professional network of more than  
11.500 alumni

Research
• Baillet Latour Chair of European  

Union-China Relations
•  European Energy Policy Chair
•  GOOGLE

QUICK FACTS

Each study programme corresponds  
to a total of 66 credits (ECTS).

The College of Europe and the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts Uni-
versity (Medford, MA), will be launching a 
new joint degree programme ‘Master in 
Transatlantic Affairs’ (MTA) in 2017.

Please visit the website which will be regu-
larly updated: coleurope.eu/MTA

Founded in 1949, the College of Europe  
was the first and is one of the most reputed 
institutes of European postgraduate studies.  
It relies on a large worldwide network.


