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Study Track “European Economic Studies” 
 

Academic Programme 
 

Why follow the Study Track “European Economic Studies” (Bruges) 
 
Economics is an important component of Transatlantic Affairs, be it in matters of international 
trade, international monetary relations, the effects of monetary and fiscal policies, or competition 
(antitrust) and regulatory issues. The European Economic Studies programme in Bruges will 
provide students with a deep understanding of European Union policies and a critical economic 
analysis of their content. These will be completed with courses on international economic 
relations at the Fletcher School. 
 

Students starting at the College of Europe 
 
Students of the MATA programme who join the European Economic Studies track during their 
time at the College of Europe will specialise in the Economics of the European Union in its 
various dimensions for one year. A general course on the Economics of European Integration will 
be complemented by courses on European Macroeconomic Policies, Competition Policy and EU 
Regulation for Business. After having followed these courses, which provide the required 
background, students can then choose from a list of courses devoted to specific policies. These 
studies will be complemented by coursework at The Fletcher School. 
 
Semester 1 
 
At the College of Europe, MATA students in the study track “European Economic Studies” will 
follow 4 compulsory courses during the first semester. In addition, they will take part in a joint 
course on “US-EU Relations in the 21st Century: Multidisciplinary Analysis of Transatlantic 
Affairs”, which is an integral component of all study tracks within the MATA programme and 
brings together all MATA students from both institutions. The course is spread over two 
semesters. During the first semester, this course is primarily lecture-based. 
 

• The Economics of European Integration (30h and 5 ECTS credits) 
• European Macroeconomic Policy (30h and 5 ECTS credits) 
• Economics of Competition Policy (15h and 3 ECTS credits) 
• EU Regulation for Business (30h and 5 ECTS credits) 
• US-EU Relations in the 21st Century: Multidisciplinary Analysis of Transatlantic Affairs 

(20h) 
 
During this semester, students will also start preparing their thesis proposal on transatlantic 
affairs and their internship. The thesis will be co-supervised by professors from both institutions.  
 
Semester 2 
 
In their second semester at the College of Europe, MATA students in the study track “European 
Economic Studies” will continue with the joint course on “US-EU Relations in the 21st Century: 

https://www.coleurope.eu/study/eu-international-relations-and-diplomacy-studies/study-programme
https://www.coleurope.eu/study/eu-international-relations-and-diplomacy-studies/academic-programme/why-study-eu-external
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/nicolaides-ph-economics-european-integration-30h/20h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/de-souza-e-european-macroeconomic-policy-30h-2
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/claici-economics-competition-policy-15h-1
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/pelkmans-j-eu-regulation-business-30h-2
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Multidisciplinary Analysis of Transatlantic Affairs”. The course will now focus on developing a joint 
project. 
 
MATA students will also have to follow 4 elective courses chosen from a list of 6 courses. 
 
Elective courses: 
Students select 4 optional courses from the list below (30h and 4.5 ECTS credits each). 
 

• EU Network Industries: Liberalisation, Regulation and Competition Policy. 
• Tax Policy in The EU 
• Transnational Corporations in Europe 
• The Economics of EU Environmental and Climate Change Policy 
• The EU and International Trade 
• Régulation des banques et l’Union bancaire en Europe (if students have a French level of 

at least  B2) 
 
Students will continue to work on their thesis in transatlantic affairs and prepare their internship. 
 
They may follow any of the voluntary, non-assessed compact seminars (8h) offered in the 
Economics Department. 
 
Students in the MATA programme will also participate in the study trip to Luxembourg and 
Frankfurt. 
 
Semester 3 
 
Students will complete a high-level internship related to transatlantic affairs of ideally four 
months, but at least three months. Students who start the MATA programme at the College of 
Europe are expected to do their internship in the United States. 
 
Semester 4 
 
At The Fletcher School, MATA students in the study track “European Economic Studies” will 
select 4 courses (between 26.5h and 32.5h each) from the Economics and International 
Business (EIB) division. They may also cross-register and substitute one of these four courses by 
a relevant course from Tufts University or Harvard University. 
 
In early April, students will hand in their Master’s thesis on a topic of transatlantic affairs.  
 
 

Students starting at The Fletcher School 
 
Students of the MATA programme who spend their first year of studies at The Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy will focus to a larger extent on international economic relations and slightly 
less on European economics than those who begin their studies at the College of Europe.  
 

https://www.coleurope.eu/course/di-mauro-l-pelkmans-j-eu-network-industries-liberalisation-regulation-and-competition-polic-7
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/gerard-m-tax-policy-eu-30h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/guerrieri-p-transnational-corporations-europe-30h-1
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/eyckmans-j-economics-eu-environmental-and-climate-change-policy-30h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/willmann-g-eu-and-international-trade-30h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/de-boissieu-c-regulation-des-banques-et-union-bancaire-en-europe-30h-1
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Over the two semesters at The Fletcher School students have to select at least one course from 
each of the three divisions (‘breadth requirement’): International Law and Organizations (ILO); 
Diplomacy, History and Politics (DHP); and Economics and International Business (EIB). Some 
courses are required and others particularly recommended, subject to availability during a 
semester, since they help prepare students for their study track at the College of Europe.  
 
Required courses for the “European Economic Studies” track: 

• EIB E211 Microeconomics 
• EIB E212 Macroeconomics 

 
Strongly recommended courses for the “European Economic Studies” track: 

• EIB E218+ Applied Microeconomics 
• EIB E210M Quantitative Methods 

 
Other recommended courses for the “European Economic Studies” track: 

• EIB E214 Internal Economic Policy Analysis 
• EIB E220 International Trade and Investment 
• EIB E230 International Finance (recommended for those interested in EU Banking 

Regulation) 
• EIB E246 Environmental Economics (recommended for those interested in EU 

Environmental and Climate Change Policy) 
 
Semester 1 
 
The joint course on “US-EU Relations in the 21st Century: Multidisciplinary Analysis of 
Transatlantic Affairs” is an integral component of all study tracks within the MATA programme 
and brings together all MATA students from both institutions. During the first semester, this 
course is primarily lecture-based. 
 
In addition, at The Fletcher School, MATA students in the study track “European Economic 
Studies” follow 3 courses during the first semester. Students may cross-register and substitute 
one of these courses by a relevant course from Tufts University or Harvard University. 
 
During this semester, students will also start preparing their thesis proposal on transatlantic 
affairs and their internship. The thesis will be co-supervised by professors from both institutions.  
 
Semester 2 
 
During the second semester, the joint course on “US-EU Relations in the 21st Century: 
Multidisciplinary Analysis of Transatlantic Affairs” will focus on developing a joint project. 
 
In addition, at The Fletcher School, MATA students in the study track “European Economic 
Studies” follow 4 courses during the second semester. Students may cross-register and 
substitute one of these courses by a relevant course from Tufts University or Harvard University. 
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Semester 3 
 
Students will complete a high-level internship related to transatlantic affairs of ideally four 
months, but at least three months. Students who start the MATA programme at the The Fletcher 
School are expected to do their internship in Europe. 
 
Semester 4 
 
At the College of Europe, MATA students in the study track “European Economic Studies” will 
follow 4 courses chosen from the list below (30h and 4.5 ECTS credits each). 
 

• EU Network Industries: Liberalisation, Regulation and Competition Policy. 
• Tax Policy in The EU 
• Transnational Corporations in Europe 
• The Economics of EU Environmental and Climate Change Policy 
• The EU and International Trade 
• Régulation des banques et l’Union bancaire en Europe (if students have a French level of 

at least  B2) 
 
Students may also follow any of the voluntary, non-assessed compact seminars (8h each) offered 
in the European Economc Studies Department. 
 
Students in the MATA programme will also participate in the study trip to Luxembourg and 
Frankfurt. 
 
In early April, students will have to hand in their Master’s thesis on a topic of transatlantic affairs.  
 
 
 

https://www.coleurope.eu/course/di-mauro-l-pelkmans-j-eu-network-industries-liberalisation-regulation-and-competition-polic-7
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/gerard-m-tax-policy-eu-30h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/guerrieri-p-transnational-corporations-europe-30h-1
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/eyckmans-j-economics-eu-environmental-and-climate-change-policy-30h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/willmann-g-eu-and-international-trade-30h
https://www.coleurope.eu/course/de-boissieu-c-regulation-des-banques-et-union-bancaire-en-europe-30h-1
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